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180° South

Conquerors of the Useless
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The Cahuelmo anchored in an estuary. Below Cerro Corcovado, Patagonia, Chile. Photo: Scott Soens
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One of the biggest social and environmental issues facing Chile is the damming of rivers. Local residents have started a campaign against the dams called ¡Sin Represas! (Without Dams). Money from Patagonia’s sale of a poster and T-shirt (art shown here) will be donated to charitable organizations connected to !Sin Represas! Art: Shepard Fairey
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FUN HOGS

YVON CHOUINARD
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Yvon Chouinard aboard the Cahuelmo. Chaitén, Chile. Photo: Jeff Johnson

You never know how an adventure will influence the rest of your life. In 1968, when Doug Tompkins proposed that we drive from California to Patagonia – in those days a name as remote and alluring as Timbuktu – neither of us could know it would be the most important trip either of us would ever take. The goal was to put up a new route on an obscure tusk of granite called Cerro Fitz Roy and have some fun along the way. The experience led to an unlikely fate for a couple of dirtbags: we became philanthropists.

Doug owned a small outdoor store in San Francisco, where he had a few sleeping bags and tents sewn in the back room; I had a blacksmith shop in Ventura where we forged pitons and machined carabiners for a market that needed no research – we and our friends were the customers.

It took Doug and me only a couple of weeks to turn our work over to others, talk Dick Dorworth and Lito Tejada-Flores into driving down with us (English climber Chris Jones would hook up with us later), and secure a van – a high-mileage 1965 Ford Econoline. I built a sleeping platform in the back, and then we shoehorned in four pairs of skis, eight climbing ropes, racks of carabiners and pitons, camping gear, cold-weather clothing, warm-weather clothing, wetsuits, and fishing rods. We tied two surfboards on the roof. We took along the banner Doug’s wife, Susie, made for us to fly from Fitz Roy’s summit; its big block letters read “VIVA LOS FUN HOGS.”
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