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      Dear Friends,Glad to meet you here! Weare lucky to be living in an age when good ideas from anywhere inthe world can ﬂourish everywhere. No culture has a monopoly on all the goodies, so it’s a goodthing that we can all share. Sometimes in the sharing we discover that some of our own goodideas exist in other cultures too, except that they are told in different ways. It’s like seeing an oldfriend dressed in a different costume. It may take you a moment to recognize your friend, butwhen you do, you want to hug each other and laugh.Tomake sure good ideas get passed down from generation to generation, different culturesmake up stories, called “folktales” because they come from common folks like you and me.And what child—or adult who is young at heart—doesn’t like to hear good stories? The reallygood ones are retold by one generation to the next, and become a part of the people’s culturalheritage. Many folktales are based on real people and real events, but even the ones that weremade up reveal ideas that ring true with the people who cherish these stories.Don’t let the appearance of this book and the colorful pictures on every page fool you intothinking this is a book for kids only. Actually, we created this book for readers of all ages whohave not lost their in-born wonder about the world, or let their focus on reading words rob theirability to readpictures. The combination of words with pictures is intended for you to seethethings that the words talk about, and feel as though you are visiting that country and meetingthe people there. If you are a grown-up reading this book with a child, don’t turn the page tooquickly, because your young friend may still be reading the characters’ facial expressions andbody language.Wethe co-authors and illustrator of this book are originally from China, but our lives havebeen greatly enriched by absorbing the good ideas from other cultures, so naturally we wouldlike to share some of the best ideas from our native country with our friends around the world.Wemade this book bilingual to show how ideas can be passed across different languages.Anyone who knows either Chinese or English can enjoy this book. The lucky ones who knowboth languages will have some additional fun hopping from one language to the other, hearingthe different sounds that express the same music—so different yet so similar.In closing, we would like to thank two young friends—ten-year-old Bayla Halper and six-year-old Dylan Laris—for previewing the draft of this book. Their comments and suggestions helpedus choose words that are more in tune with the young readers of this book.

      A Letter to All R

      eaders Y

      oung and Old

      Your friends,Vivian Ling, Wang Peng, and Yang Xi
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      Two Little Bunnies

      A white bunny called Buffy and a gray bunny called Fay were the best of friends. One day,while playing in the neighborhood, Buffy saw some yummy-looking cabbage growing ina garden, so he decided to hop over and help himself. Fay hopped right in front of him,blocking his way, and scolded, “You can’t do that! That’s Mr. Goat’s garden, and besides,the cabbage is not full-grown yet! But I’ve got an idea, let’s help Mr. Goat with the harvestwhen the time comes. I’d bet he’d give us a few as reward.”
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      Just then, Buffy saw Mr. Goat hoeing the cabbage patch, so the two bunnies wentover to chat with Mr. Goat.“That’s a great idea!” Mr. Goat was delighted. “I expect to have a bumper crop, soI’ll give each of you a cartload if you help me with the harvest. Come back in a week!”
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life is all about. This collection of traditional
Chinese folktales tells you how to grow up
to be a good person and to have a good life.
The stories in this collection include:

* “Gold and Silver Hatchets”—This story
emphasizes honesty in one’s actions and
the rewards it brings

+ “How Can You Weigh an Elephant?”—
It takes a small boy to solve what seems
to be an impossible task

« “How Silk Was Invented”—this story
exemplifies how women contributed

to the development of Chinese culture

The lessons in this book are presented

in a charming way, so children can discover
them for themselves, just as Chinese
children have been doing for generations.
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