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Preface

No dissertation without a decent preface — and no legal dissertation without an
elaborated structure, particularly if an author with a German background bears
responsibility for it. Thus, even this preface will need to carry some structure. This
study could not have been accomplished without three kinds of support: institu-
tional, academic and personal.

As far as it concerns the institutional support, the International Max Planck
Research School for Maritime Affairs deserves first-hand mentioning since it
provided a scholarship and excellent research opportunities at the Max Planck
Institute in Hamburg. Furthermore, the libraries at the University of Miami, the
University of Hamburg, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the
International Maritime Organization contributed significantly to the research for
this study.

The academic support consisted mainly in the intensive dialogue with the
author's teachers and colleagues. First of all, the supervisor of this thesis, Pro-
fessor Dr. Rainer Lagoni inspired the author to choose this topic and by critically,
but constructively questioning main arguments increased their respective strength.
Both Professor Dr. Lagoni and the second reviewer, Professor Dr. Peter Ehlers
were particularly helpful by speedily reviewing the thesis. Earlier teachers of the
author such as Professor Dr. Wolfgang Graf Vitzthum, Judge Hugo Caminos of
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and Professor Bernard H. Oxman
also provided some substantial input. Furthermore, the presentation of some of the
thesis' arguments in discussions within the Research School led to new ideas,
some of them central to the main results of the thesis. Finally, stimulating and
witty conversations with Mr. Jens Bopp, a fellow Ph.D. student with a similar sub-
ject, reciprocally benefited the respective studies.

Thirdly, the author could rely on constant personal support by his parents Anke
and Wolfgang and by Franziska Geibel.

The author would like to use this occasion to convey his most profound grati-
tude to the afore-mentioned persons because of their important contribution
toward this study.

Hamburg, June 2007 Philipp Wendel
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