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Introduction


Modern Western societies have become thoroughly hybrid in every sense. With their heterogeneous populations and cultures, they exist as gatherings of strangers – home grown and migrant. Yet the grip of the imaginary that each society exists as a homeland with its own people, known and loyal to itself (and distinct from strangers from another land) remains vice-like. But could it be that if cosmopolitan societies hold together, they do so around plural publics and as the result of active work by collective institutions, integrating technologies, and constructed narratives and feelings of togetherness, rather than around givens of historic community?
Indeed, modern Western societies consist of so many spatial provenances, from the local and national to the virtual, postcolonial and transnational, that there can be no certainty of the whereabouts of the givens of historic community, which still remains widely understood as a territorially defined entity. In turn, if the locations of community (and its outside) spill over beyond its traditional containers, so too does the constituency of social being. Modern humans are more than flesh, feeling and consciousness, formed as social animals and civic subjects by a myriad of other material inputs, from technological objects to transplants and prosthetics. The habit of seeing humans as divorced from nature and technology continues to persist, allowing easy distinctions to be made between some subjects as pure and others a impure, some as citizens and others as strangers.
This book focuses on what goes on in the gap – in the West between – the narratives or practices of societal singularity and those of pluralism, affecting the chances of those labelled as strangers or minorities. My argument is that the fate of the stranger lies in the play between hybrid and singular performances and projections of the social. I do not see this necessarily as the conflict between everyday life, understood as the sphere of freedom and opportunity, and the machinery of societal governance, understood as the sphere of restraint and discipline. Each sphere consists of both kinds of social practice, for example, in the sphere of everyday life the persistence of legacies of racial judgement that return some strangers as outsiders and threats, or in the sphere of representation and rule descriptions of the stranger as co-habitant and potential citizen.
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