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 Happy Birthday—Love, Bette





On Your Special Day, Enjoy the Wit and Wisdom of Bette Davis—First Lady of the American Screen
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Fiery and me-first, Bette Davis knew how to get the job done. And birthdays were no exception. She even once had a 100-pound cake! Commanding and haughty on the surface, the real Bette was a down-to-earth gal who also loved family and the countryside. But only a woman who knew how to have big fun could pull off a line like “That’s me: an old kazoo with sparklers!”

Birthdays come but once a year. Who better to help celebrate yours than someone equally legendary? On your special day, enjoy the gift of wit and wisdom from Bette Davis—First Lady of the American Screen.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY—LOVE BETTE

Born in 1908 in Lowell, Massachusetts, Bette Davis knew how to make an entrance. “I happened between a clap of thunder and a streak of lightning.” Despite these stormy beginnings, Bette felt from the start that she was intended for great things. Arriving in Hollywood at the age of 22, only five years later she won the Academy Award for Dangerous. Dangerous she was, and not afraid for a moment to play jezebels and harridans, unlikeable women and vulgar waitresses. Bette never considered herself a beauty, but we only have to look at those early films to contradict that. (Don’t tell Bette!) With her curly blonde hair, those magnificent blue eyes and her tremendous screen presence, she possessed the allure of the all time greats. Early training on the stages of Broadway and those first failures in Hollywood infused Bette with the steel core she needed to make it big. Later she would be called “Mother Goddam” and La Lupe (the wolf) as she ruled Hollywood with an iron fist, without the velvet glove.

Who can blame Bette for keeping a tenacious grip on a world governed by men, accompanied by the marked competition of other talented beauties in that Golden Age of cinema? In retrospect, she need not have worried. Her successes were many; two Academy awards, ten nominations, Golden Globes, Cannes Festival Award for Best Actress, Kennedy Center Honors and a Lifetime Achievement from the Academy, the first for a woman! Bette stated that that her greatest pride was creating the Hollywood Canteen; a support center to entertain troops returning from battle in World War II. For this she was given The Distinguished Civilian Service Medal. How very fitting for our First Lady of the American Screen.

Laugh out loud with the caustic and delightful words and wisdom of the one and only Bette Davis. And have a very Bette Birthday.
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“There comes a time in every woman’s life when the only thing that helps is a glass of champagne.”
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“I’m the nicest goddamn dame that ever lived.”
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“You see, I’m an Aries. I never lose.”
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“Everybody has a heart. Except some people.”
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“When a man gives his opinion, he’s a man. When a woman gives her opinion, she’s a bitch.”
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