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Dedication
I recently had the honor of writing the statement of principles that concluded the 1986 International Poetry Festival in Oslo, Norway, which was signed by all the participating artists and scientists. That statement is printed below, to transmit again a signal of solidarity with all victims of tyranny:
We, the undersigned participants in the 1986 Oslo International Poetry Festival, hereby deplore all governments which presently hold in prison artists, writers or scientists condemned for no crimes except creative thought. We affirm our solidarity with all these imprisoned sisters and brothers and send them this signal of our concern and love. We call on all governments to grant amnesty to all such persons and we call on all citizens everywhere to join us in protest against the barbarous practice of attempting to cage the mind and strangle the creative spirit.
This book is dedicated to all political prisoners, wherever they may be.
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There are no authorities whatever.
No President, Academy, Court of Law, 
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Part I:
In the summer of 1956, Dr. Israel Regardie wrote a letter to Dr. Wilhelm Reich seeking permission “to quote at some length” from various of his [Reich's] writings. “There was no answer. Under the pressure of every-day clinical practice and the task of revising for manuscript (New Wings For Daedalus), I momentarily forgot all about the enquiry. By the time it became necessary to obtain permission from other authors and publishers for the many quotations to be included in this book, I once more wrote, in the spring of 1957, to Dr. Reich. (All text in brackets are Dr. Hyatt's additions.)
Several weeks later the following letter came in the mail:
(Editors Note: Our attorneys are undecided as to the legality of reproducing the text of the letter from Eva Reich, M.D. so to avoid possible legal difficulties the following is a paraphrase of Dr. Eva Reich's reply to Dr. Regardie.)
[Dr. Reich is imprisoned as the government believes that he was in contempt of court. All of Dr. Reich's literature on Orgone energy has been under an injunction.
This injunction prevents any communication on the subjects which interest you. It could very well be damaging to Dr. Reich if you were to publish anything on these restricted topics.]
The letter continues on with various references to court cases and warnings about distributing information about orgone accumulators. The letter closes with a statement that the letter from which I am paraphrasing will be forwarded to the FBI.
Dr. Regardie, a very respectful and concerned man, did not publish the book in question and to this date the book remains unpublished. Falcon Press plans to release the work sometime in 1988 under the title Wilhelm Reich, His Theory and Techniques. The book will be updated and edited by Dr. Hyatt, who was certified by Dr. Regardie in Regardie's adaptation of Reich's non-verbal therapy, (now called Chakra therapy) and Robert Anton Wilson, the author of this book. For reference purposes, neither Dr. Hyatt, Holmes nor Wilson are Orgonomists or Reichian therapists. Each has his own views on Orgonomy and Dr. Reich, which I might add, are respectful.
To continue with the development of Dr. Regardie's reactions and feelings I will quote extensively from his introduction.
“I do not consider myself a tool of any conspiracy, real or imaginary, to destroy any cause — least of all Reich and his discovery. He commands too much of my most sincere respect, as this book should indicate. I would not lend myself willingly to any such smear. However, this book does not relate in any way to the so-called Orgone accumulator nor to the cosmic life energy. There is no attempt to disseminate information pertaining to the assembly, . . . of the Orgone accumulator. Therefore, it does not violate the terms of the Federal Injunction.
“I do not and have not practiced Orgonomy. Nor do I know anything about the accumulator above and beyond what has been overtly published by Reich. As his critics allege, it may be quite worthless in the treatment of cancer. I personally do not know. However, his writings should have been studied and given due consideration before some of the more grotesque criticisms were penned about him.
“It must here be emphasized that I am not a partisan of any cause. I do not favor by any means the cruel and malicious opposition that dismisses Reich's contributions as delusional and he himself a paranoid. Nor, on the other hand, do I adhere unequivocally to the current Reich viewpoints.
“After the receipt of Eva Reich's letter, I therefore proceeded with the task at hand — to complete the revision of this manuscript preparatory to publication, and to incorporate the quotations I had assembled for due acknowledgment in this introduction.
“Then came the news in the fall of 1957. Wilhelm Reich had died in jail. This was indeed a great shock. I think we are the losers here. Reich was a great innovator as well as a creative and experimental clinician. It is a blot against the intellectual climate of society that he has been denied the freedom of expressing and disseminating his ideas, whatever they were. It is an even greater crime against freedom of scientific thought that he was imprisoned — regardless of the fact that he had violated a legal injunction and then refused adequately to defend himself. He felt no court of law was fit to adjudge scientific discovery and progress.
“I am deeply concerned with this infringement of the basic freedom of expression of scientific thought and creativity. We run the risk, if it is continued as it was in his case, of becoming imprisoned in a police state where not only our ordinary activities and secular movements are controlled and regulated, but our thinking as well. This is a condition which violates the basic mental climate and attitudes of the fathers of the American revolution. Perhaps Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson today might have been considered subversive individuals and have been investigated by a government agency.”
I was introduced to Regardie's adaptation of Reich's work, which included kundalini yoga, pranayama and some Kabbalistic rituals in 1970-71 when I was suffering from a depression regarding my marriage.
At that time I was a licensed psychotherapist in private practice, although in 1979 I retired to take up a new career as a publisher. This, however, did not become a substitute for working with people, so I planned to return to the practice of Chakra Therapy and hypnosis in the Fall of 1987.
I had literally forgotten about Dr. Reich, and my own personal experiences with Orgonomists until I received a call from Robert Anton Wilson's agent, Dr. Zuckerman, concerning Falcon's interest in a manuscript of the play Wilhelm Reich in Hell.
Bob wrote an extensive introduction and Dr. Holmes, a noted Board Certified Psychiatrist and an enthusiast of conspiracy theory, agreed to assist with a foreword. We announced a tentative date for release and shortly thereafter we received an order and a check from one of the official Reichian organizations for a copy of the book. We promptly returned the check stating that the book would be delayed. We gave them another tentative date, and about that time we received another check and order for the book from the same organization.
As we were getting close to the publication date we decided to hold the check and ship the book sometime in June of 1987. Then for some reason, my memories of my experiences with the Reichians returned in full vividness and I and the staff of Falcon Press became “paranoid” that the Reichians had ordered the book to determine if Dr. Wilson was slandering Dr. Reich.
I set this idea aside and decided to assume that they simply wanted it for their library. I thought about the notion that paranoia breeds paranoia which often leads to dangerous conspiratorial conclusions, all of which originate from the U.S. government's irrational persecution of Reich.
I dropped the matter until, in a dream, I remembered Dr. Regardie's contact with the Reichians in the fifties, and how he had warned me a number of times before his death that before Falcon published his book on Reich I had to make sure that he did not forget to remove any quotes taken from Reich's books.
He was concerned about a law suit, since he was both a chiropractor and a mystic, neither of which sits well with orthodox Reichians. Regardie could never understand Reich's dislike of mysticism, since he felt that Orgone theory was very similar to mystical notions of “energy” and that many of Reich's techniques were similar to some practices of yoga.
Regardie often wondered if Reich had any experience with yoga. I used to think he did, but Regardie would frequently argue both points of view. Sometimes he would hypothesize that Reich was a “reincarnation” of an Eastern Yoga Master. When he said this he would laugh at the thought and then drop the subject.
The reader by now has noted many disclaimers and carefully worded statements and as the plot thickens and the spiral spirals, synchronicity merges with the unfinished coincidences of the past. Remember, in a real conspiracy all players are pawns regardless of their rank.
After beginning my work with Regardie I began to read all easily available work on Dr. Reich. I even subscribed to the official journal of Orgonomy. In 1971-72, as fate would have it my first personal “run-in” with an “inquisition” occurred in a book store with a patient of an Orgonomist.
I was purchasing a book on Reich when a young man asked me if I knew anything about Orgonomy. I replied that I was in treatment with Dr. Israel Regardie, a chiropractor. Before I could finish the sentence the young man was yelling at me and accusing Dr. Regardie of quackery, since he was not a real Orgonomist. He continued on and on about how people like Regardie and myself were dangerous and destroying the lives of innocent people.
For those of you familiar with Reich's “crimes,” these were some of the very same things he was accused of. I was shaken by this experience and discussed the issue with Dr. Regardie. Regardie replied that “Reich would have been displeased about that type of behavior although Reich at times insisted that only medical doctors should practice any form of his therapy.” (Regardie had corresponded with Reich personally a number of times before Reich's death. The letters seemed pleasant and informative. These letters are now the property of the Israel Regardie Foundation.)
I have had similar “run-ins” with other patients of Orgonomists, who it appears have taken on the role of an unofficial regulatory agency. In fact my colleague at the time, a licensed psychotherapist and chiropractor, was humiliated and insulted by an Orgonomist for calling himself a Reichian therapist. My colleague held a D.C. degree, a masters in bio-chemistry and a masters in psychology. (He had also worked with Regardie for over four years at the time.)
After my colleague's experience I decided to visit an Orgonomist myself. After arriving for my interview, I told the Orgonomist that I was a licensed psychotherapist holding various advanced degrees in psychology and education, etc. I told him that I was practicing a form of Reichian therapy and thought I could benefit from his services. He was outraged, and demanded that I cease practicing any form of psychotherapy if I wished to see him. In addition he insisted that I sign a paper that I would never call myself a Reichian therapist. He pulled out a xeroxed copy of a letter from Reich which stated that only medical doctors were qualified to practice Orgonomy. I told him that I didn't practice Orgonomy.
Since I was not an orthodox Reichian therapist, I agreed to sign the letter that he drew up, but I refused to stop practicing psychotherapy. He attempted to persuade me by describing a case where a patient of his was really suffering from appendicitis, and only a medical doctor could know this! (A few months later I found out that a former intern of mine was practicing Orgonomy, although he held no medical degree. Apparently he became qualified by having worked with the same Orgonomist for a number of years.)
I finally gave him my license number and told him that I was qualified to practice both in the state of California and Canada. He relented, but continued stating that Chiropractors are “quacks” and that included Dr. Regardie and my fellow associate. I began to feel sorry for him.
After the second or third session he asked me “what has a hole with hair around it?” I replied in a Freudian vein that it was either a “vagina or an anus.” He replied that I should shave my beard off if I wished to continue seeing him. I replied, “what is smooth and round with no hair and has holes in it?” He did not reply. I continued, saying that it was his “bald head” and that he should grow some hair on it.
This was the last time I saw him, though I must say that he was quite competent and showed a sense of deep warmth and concern with my personal feelings, much like Regardie. The techniques he employed were also similar.
He was instrumental in helping many friends of mine who had not benefited from other forms of therapy.
I hope I have been fair in presenting my experiences and that my memory has served me well. The point which all this makes is that victims can easily turn into persecutors, and create their own army of inquisitors. Paranoia breeds Paranoia. Persecution also seems to breed a pseudo-superiority complex.
The irrational behavior I experienced was no different than that experienced by Reich, except that the Orgonomists had no state powers to arrest or burn the books of Dr. Regardie, myself and other non-Orgonomists.
Being called paranoid in and of itself creates a continuous loop of accusations and denials. In the context of psychoanalysis this leads to a no-win situation for the victim. If he denies he is paranoid that's simply seen as proof of his paranoia. If he agrees, he is insane and therefore all of his ideas are delusional.
One way out of this dilemma is to identify with the accuser and develop your own group with arbitrarily defined rules and then do everything in your power to protect yourself from “dangerous” outsiders. This, of course, leads to more paranoia and finally to a conspiracy which is substantiated at every opportunity.
Paranoia is catching. Everyone is “against me.” Paranoiacs do not understand that ALL self-fulfilling prophecies are SELF-FULFILLING. (For more on this see my book. Undoing Yourself with Energized Meditation, Falcon Press.) They forget that there are friends “out there” even though these “friends” are not “true believers.” Friendship and support does not require isomorphism.
I believe that Reich, and Reichians in general, have a deep regard for individual differences and have genuine concern for the plight of man. However, they have been so wounded that they fire their cannons in all directions hoping not to harm but to protect themselves from further humiliation and persecution. They have developed similar prejudices, catch phrases and slogans which similar groups have used to recognize friends and foes. However, this form of self-in-breeding leads to a staleness, because their perspective is not changed by new information which more frequently than not is carried by a heretic, someone who is a friend but not a “true believer.”
Wilhelm Reich In Hell is an appropriate title for the horrific experiences that Dr. Reich, our hero, endured. Dr. Wilson's sensitive and insightful expression, using two literary forms, provides the reader who is interested in the effects of the “Whirling” Inquisition against the Mind with insights both subtle and daring. I hope the publication of this book reduces the paranoia, and brings about a new openness among those of us who serve the same “God” of freedom and individual differences. However, I suspect it will not. Now who is getting paranoid?
Christopher S. Hyatt, Ph.D. 
Los Angeles, California 
May 1987
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PART II
REICH... BRUNO... LEARY... POUND...
Bob Wilson had a fascination with people who got locked up for expressing themselves in the U.S.A. despite the First Amendment. Although accused of other crimes, one could model the imprisonments of Ezra Pound, Dr. Wilhelm Reich and Dr. Timothy Leary as provoked by their use of language. Intemperate praise of Queen Elizabeth and the heliocentric model of the solar system, etc., got Giordano Bruno burned at the stake in 1600, and Bob frequently drew parallels between the cases of Pound, Reich, Leary and Bruno. In fact, Bob's unfinished final book The Tale of the Tribe planned to begin with Bruno and continue up to a consideration of Pound and beyond.
Bruno remains a controversial figure, and the reasons for his condemnation remain somewhat unclear. We know Bruno supported the heliocentric model of the solar system, and he considered the stars in the sky other suns far away, which perhaps had planets of their own orbiting them. These scientific heresies got him in trouble, and the Inquisition also accused him of starting secret societies around Europe, a subject near and dear to Bob Wilson's heart. Bruno also greatly influenced James Joyce, which of course endeared him to our Man. Bob named the scientist who discovered Anthrax Leprosy Mu in Illuminatus! after Giovanni Mocenigo who denounced Bruno to the Inquisition. In getting jailed for his scientific views, Bruno's case parallels those of Leary and Reich. Near the end of Act One of Wilhelm Reich in Hell, Reich says,
I am not just Wilhelm Reich, a certain controversial scientist who died in prison in 1957. I am Galileo and Semmelweis and Pasteur, too. And Socrates and Giordano Bruno. I am every man and woman with an unpopular opinion. And — please listen — I am each and every one of you.
Nietzsche's eternal return comes to mind, as does Timothy Leary's observation that his prison drama echoed those of Bruno and Reich.
According to Gaspar Schopp of Breslau, Bruno may have told his judges, “Perhaps you, my judges, pronounce this sentence against me with greater fear than I receive it” (Giordano Bruno). Timothy Leary echoes this centuries later in his attitude toward his jailers.
Pound's case seems more problematic to me. He did do radio broadcasts for an enemy state (Italy) during World War II. He apparently tried to leave Italy after Pearl Harbor, but because his father, in ill health, couldn't leave with him, he decided to stay. Pound's radio broadcasts during the war never encouraged Allied soldiers to commit treason. However the broadcasts did contain horrible anti-Semitic comments and virulent attacks on President F.D. Roosevelt. Pound considered his broadcasts “personal propaganda in support of U.S. Constitution” (Pound viii), and he felt that he never said anything “contrary to his duties as an American Citizen” (ibid).
Pound has not gotten censored too much, except by friendly editors who have removed racial slurs and positive comments about Hitler and Mussolini from Pound's writing. Like Reich, Bruno and Leary, Ezra did exert a tremendous influence on Robert Anton Wilson. As a teen in the 1940's Bob read harsh criticism of Pound, and then he read Pound's poem “Ballad of the Goodly Fere.” The poem's beauty struck Bob, who dug deeper and deeper into Pound's writings for the rest of his life.
As a young man Bob wrote a play about Pound, lost now, called “The Caged Panther,” which dealt with Pound's time in the U.S. Army Disciplinary Training Centre (D.T.C.), Pisa. The D.T.C. held military prisoners, murders and rapists, etc. The authorities considered the 59 year old Pound, indicted for treason, a particular threat. They put him in a cage exposed to the elements, and forbade the other prisoners and the guards from speaking with him. One of the guards gave him a crate to use as a desk, but he told Pound not to tell anyone he had given it to him. Pound saw other prisoners executed from his cell, and eventually he had a mental and physical breakdown. They moved him to the medical tent where he wrote The Pisan Cantos (Cookson 159), which many consider Pound's finest poetry, or perhaps the greatest poetry of the twentieth century.
Timothy Leary. I heard a reference to Dr. Leary on Boston Public last night (Monday, December 1, 2008). He continues to play his prankster role in the Zeitgeist. He of course exerted a huge influence on Dr. Wilson, both through their friendship and through Leary's writings. Leary supposedly went to prison for possession of marijuana, but one of his judges “condemned Dr. Leary's writings as a menace” (Wilson 282). One can see many parallels between Dr. Leary's experiences and those of Dr. Reich. Both went to jail for their unorthodox research, both have had their reputations tarnished, and both have become unpersons in orthodox 21st century science while having a huge influence outside of the world of academic science.
Coda: The Presence of the Absent
Only Wilhelm Reich in Hell of Bob's published dramatic works does not end with the “Ode to Joy” from Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. Both Reality Is What You Can Get Away With and The Walls Came Tumbling Down use that piece, so important to Bob Wilson, as the background for their climaxes. Bob also uses that music for the finales of Masks of the Illuminati and Prometheus Rising. I asked myself why Bob didn't end Wilhelm Reich in Hell with the “Ode to Joy” as he had these other works. In his wonderful introduction Bob says.
My case for thinking the breakdown of our civilization may be the breakthrough to a higher level of civilization is in my book Prometheus Rising. Here I am willing to leave the question open.
Bob uses the cosmic optimism of Beethoven's “Ode to Joy” to underline the “breakthrough to a higher level” in the four works mentioned above. Leaving the question open, like Bucky Fuller's Utopia or Oblivion, Bob opted not to use that music for this play. Nonetheless, I love the ending of this play, both the published version and the terrific video version directed by Lance Bauscher. It pleases me that both versions of the play exist. The video version reflects our post-9/11 paradigm, while the published has more of the Cold War feeling of Bob's years in Dublin in the 1980's.
(Note: I composed most of this introduction while listening to Beethoven's Piano Sonatas Opus 109 and 111 performed by Solomon and the Missa Solemnis conducted by Jascha Horenstein. Break on through to the other side.)
– Eric Wagner
2008
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PART III
AFTER THE LAST DECEMBRIST
Spring
Rereading Wilhelm Reich in Hell in December of 2021, the fundamental sanity of the character of Reich in the play struck me. Now, I haven’t read too much of Wilhelm Reich. His writings do not strike me with the same note of sanity that I sense in the character Wilson created. Of course, the character in the play exists in some kind of afterlife, so his personality might differ from his personality at any given point in his life.
In Wilson’s work, Abraham Orfali, from The Earth Will Shake, seems like the voice of wisdom. The character of Reich in this play differs from Orfali and from Hagbard Celine and from Aleister Crowley in Masks of the Illuminati. I find Reich’s dismissive attitude towards drugs in the play a place where he clearly differs from these other Wilson characters. Of course, at the end of the play Reich admits to an absence of sanity which makes for an interesting strange loop.
Summer
I find it interesting that in the introduction to this book Wilson directs the reader to his Prometheus Rising for anyone interested in transforming themselves or lessening character armoring. He similarly points the reader to Prometheus Rising in his 1987 introduction to Sex and Drugs and in his introduction to Christopher Hyatt’s Undoing Yourself with Energizing Meditation, and in a number of other places. Wilson clearly privileges Prometheus Rising among his writings as a place where he clearly sets forth a number of exercises for self-transformation.
Wilson revised Prometheus Rising in 1998 for its revised second edition. (That text forms the basis for the wonderful Hilaritas edition.) His introduction to that edition again makes clear the special place Prometheus Rising held for Wilson and what he saw as the effectiveness of its exercises.
Fall
She blinded me with science. Living through 2020 to 2022 has made clear the very different ideas people hold about “science”, let alone “fringe science”. I had the opportunity to teach a couple of high school psychology classes a few years ago. I expected to see no mention of Wilhelm Reich and Timothy Leary in the textbooks, but it surprised me to see almost no mention of Carl Jung. In the literature world one tends to see so many references to Jung (as one does in the writings of Bob Wilson as well), that I expected to see an acknowledgement of Jung’s historical importance in high school psychology books.
It also surprises me how many educated people in 2022 have not heard of Wilhelm Reich. I mentioned him to two people I know with doctoral degrees (one in chiropractic and one in theology), and neither of them had ever heard of Reich or of the burning of his books. After forty years of reading Bob Wilson, it surprises me that educated people have not heard about Reich regardless of what one may think of the validity of his theories.
Winter
Near the end of his life Bob Wilson referred to himself as “The Last Decembrist”, referring to the Decembrist revolt in Russia of 1825. In 2020 I read about 1500 pages of Alexander Herzen’s My Past and Thoughts. Born in 1812, the year of Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, Herzen found great inspiration in the Decembrists. Herzen influenced Tolstoy, and I finally read Tolstoy’s War and Peace in 2006 just as Bob started referring to himself as the Last Decembrist. Only after I finished War and Peace did I learn that Tolstoy started writing the novel to explore the origins of the Decembrists. I found that an interesting synchronicity.
Comedian Steve Harvey referred to Maze’s “The Morning After” as one of his favorite songs. That led me to buy a Maze CD. I often hear the opening line of that song (“After the morning after”) as “After the Last Decembrist”, and I wonder about our world today and what Bob Wilson would have made of it. I don’t know. Perhaps the world really did end in 2012. Much of the last ten years have surprised me, and I don’t know what Bob Wilson would have made of them, but I did enjoy rereading Wilhelm Reich in Hell, and I hope you enjoy it as well. One of these days I do hope to finish reading Herzen’s My Past and Thoughts.
Eric Wagner
2022
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