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Introduction

W 
elcome to GRE For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition. Don’t take the dummies thing 
 personally — you’re obviously no dummy. You made it through high school with 

high enough grades and test scores to get into college. You then graduated to join the elite 
group of approximately 30 percent of U.S. citizens who hold bachelor’s degrees, and some 
of you already have advanced degrees. And now you’re ready to go further.

Between you and your goal is the GRE: a test designed solely to challenge your ability to 
remember everything you’ve forgotten since high school — material you haven’t touched in 
years. Maybe you feel confident that you know your stuff and don’t need to review right tri-
angles, prefixes and suffixes, and tips on finding the main idea in a reading passage. If that’s 
the case, you’ve come to the right place.

This book gives you an overview of the GRE in order to successfully reach your goal: admit-
tance to the grad school of your choice and perhaps a scholarship to help pay your way. In 
your hands is a concise guide to the GRE that includes two practice exams to help you get 
comfortable with the test format and get familiar with the various content you’ll likely 
encounter on the exam. If you need a fast, effective introduction to the GRE, you’re holding 
the right book.

About This Book
In GRE For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition, I introduce you to the GRE, offer some test‐taking 
strategies, and then present two practice exams that you can use to gauge how you’ll do on 
the test when it counts. After you take a practice exam, be sure to review the answer expla-
nation for every question. If you don’t have time for in‐depth studying, looking at the answer 
explanations may be enough of a refresher to help you bump up your score on the GRE by a 
point or two.

Foolish Assumptions
This book is intended to help you prepare for the GRE. I assume that you’re in at least one 
of these three stages of your GRE planning:

 ✓ You’ve already scheduled the GRE, or are about to, and you want to sharpen your test‐
taking skills in preparation for the exam.

 ✓ You have to take the GRE for acceptance into the graduate program at your preferred 
school.

 ✓ You’re considering a graduate program or school that requires the GRE as part of the 
application process and want to know what the exam is all about and see how you’d 
perform on the exam.
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Icons Used in This Book
Although everything included in this book is valuable, some tidbits call for special attention. 
Look for the following icons to quickly spot the most important information.

This icon indicates little bits of wisdom to make your GRE experience go more smoothly 
and improve your success.

This icon marks key points to remember while you’re taking the GRE, especially anything 
that’s likely to surprise you on the test. By knowing what to expect, you’re better prepared 
to handle it.

Where to Go from Here
If you’ve already signed up to take the GRE, you may want to jump right to one of the prac-
tice exams to see how well you do in a mock testing situation. After you take the test, be 
sure to review the answer explanations for all the questions — not just the ones you 
answered incorrectly. Reviewing all the explanations will reinforce what you already know, 
and you never know, but you may just pick up a new fact or two.

If the GRE remains a big mystery to you but you know you need to take it to get into grad 
school, start with Chapter 1 to get the lowdown on the exam. Then keep reading to get 
some advice about studying for the exam and preparing for test day.

If after taking the practice exams in Part II, you think you could benefit from some additional 
review in a particular area, I encourage you to pick up the latest edition of GRE For Dummies. 
That book includes detailed reviews of the various content that makes up the Verbal and 
Quantitative Reasoning sections of the exam; it also includes additional practice tests.


