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‘A masterly account of the dark side of the diamond trade. Smillie’s scalpel has cut very deep.’

—Matthew Hart, author of Diamond: the history of a cold-blooded love affair

‘Required reading for anyone who still believes the diamond trade is only about love, honor and trust… A devastating, important work… Read this before you buy another diamond.’

—Greg Campbell, co-author of Flawless: Inside the World’s Largest Diamond Heist

‘Smillie’s compelling narrative of the journey from teacher to prosecutor is touching and breathtaking.’

—Peta Thornycroft, award-winning Zimbabwean journalist

‘Very high-octane…by far the most interesting and illuminating account of the blood diamond campaign.’

—Lansana Gberie, author of A Dirty War in West Africa

‘Ian Smillie was among the first international and most eloquent investigators who understood and publicly denounced the use of “blood diamonds”… In Blood on the Stone, he links his own experiences and deep knowledge of the diamond trade to the history of… how these gemstones with no intrinsic value drive conflict, corruption and mayhem. It is an important story, and one that needs to be understood if the world is to help end the misery of conflicts driven by commodities and greed.’

—Douglas Farah, co-author of Merchant of Death: Money, Guns, Planes and the Man Who Makes War Possible

‘Global Witness, after first alerting the world to the horror of blood diamonds in 1998, has worked closely with Partnership Africa Canada on the campaign to stop diamonds funding war. Smillie’s book is a fascinating read about the world of diamonds, war and greed.’

—Charmian Gooch, co-founder, Global Witness
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For Sharon


‘What do you know about diamonds, Bruce?’

‘They’re forever.’

‘Corny.’

‘They’re a girl’s best friend.’

‘Which decade are you from?’

‘They’re not cheap.’

‘Yeah.’

‘Hoods call them “ice”.’

‘They’re wrong.’

‘And they’re probably trouble.’

‘That’s for certain.’

— The Big Killing, Robert Wilson
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GLOSSARY



	AFRC
	Armed Forces Ruling Council (Sierra Leone)



	AMAL
	Afwaj al Muqawama al Lubnaniya, (‘Lebanese Resistance Detachments’)



	ANC
	African National Congress (South Africa)



	ASCorp
	Angolan Selling Corporation



	CAR
	Central African Republic



	CAST
	Consolidated African Selection Trust



	CENADEP
	Centre National d’Appui au Développement et à la Participation Populaire (DRC)



	CSO
	Central Selling Organization (De Beers)



	DIAMANG
	Companhia de Diamantes de Angola



	DRC
	Democratic Republic of the Congo



	DTC
	Diamond Trading Company (De Beers)



	ECOMOG
	Economic Community (of West African States) Monitoring Group



	ECOWAS
	Economic Community of West African States



	ENDIAMA
	Empresa Nacional de Diamantes de Angola



	HRD
	Hoge Raad voor Diamant (‘Diamond High Council’)



	IDI
	International Diamond Industries



	IDMA
	International Diamond Manufacturers’ Association



	IDSO
	International Diamond Security Organisation



	IMF
	International Monetary Fund



	KP
	Kimberley Process



	KPCS
	Kimberley Process Certification Scheme



	LURD
	Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy



	MIBA
	Société Miniére de Bakwanga



	MLC
	Mouvement de libération du Congo



	MONUA
	United Nations Observer Mission in Angola



	MPLA
	Movimento Popular de Libertação de Angola



	NGO
	Non governmental organization



	NMJD
	Network Movement for Justice and Development (Sierra Leone)



	NPFL
	National Patriotic Front of Liberia



	NPRC
	National Provisional Ruling Council (Sierra Leone)



	OCHA
	(UN) Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance



	OECD
	Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development



	PAC
	Partnership Africa Canada



	PLO
	Palestine Liberation Organization



	RCD
	Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie



	RUF
	Revolutionary United Front



	SLST
	Sierra Leone Selection Trust



	SWAPO
	Southwest Africa People’s Organization



	UNAMSIL
	United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone



	UNAVEM
	United Nations Angola Verification Mission



	UNITA
	União para la Indepêndencia Total de Angola



	WDC
	World Diamond Council



	WFDB
	World Federation of Diamond Bourses





PREFACE

Many people helped bring this book to fruition. Sharon Capeling-Alakija gave me invaluable editorial advice as the book began, along with encouragement that has endured. In 1999, Ralph Hazleton, Lansana Gberie and I started to work on the issue of conflict diamonds, eventually travelling the globe - if not always physically together, together at least in spirit. This book benefited enormously from their efforts and their company. My old friend Cloudy Beltz caught many errors in the first draft, including a grammatical mistake in the first line of the prologue. Many other people have wittingly or unwittingly helped me in understanding diamonds. They include Andrew Bone, Chaim Even-Zohar, Stéphane Fischler, Simon Gilbert, Martin Rapaport, Matt Runci and Richard Wake-Walker. For ideas and encouragement at various points on the trail, thanks are due to Charaf Ahmimed, Shawn Blore, Abu Brima, Deborah De Young, Christian Dietrich, Annie Dunnebacke, Susanne Emond, Dorothée Gizenga, Charmian Gooch, Corinna Gilfillan, Andrew Grant, Karen Hurston, Susan Isaac, Adrian Labor, Josée Létourneau, Flora MacDonald, Bernard Taylor and Alex Yearsley. Some of them commented on early chapters of the book, as did Joan Baxter, Barbara Brown, Jim Freedman, Matthew Hart, Don Hubert, Terry Jones, Nick Koumjian and Don Law-West. To all I am very grateful.

I am grateful as well to my old alma mater Partnership Africa Canada (PAC) and the many individuals and organizations that have supported the campaign on conflict diamonds. These include the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, the Canadian International Development Agency, the British Department for International Development, Irish Aid, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Oxfam, World Vision, the Canadian Autoworkers Social Justice Fund, Inter Pares, the Canadian Catholic Organizations for Development and Peace, Cordaid and many others. I am especially grateful to the International Development Research Centre for its long-time support to the cause, and for its help in allowing me to finish the book. Needless to say, the opinions and any errors or omissions are mine alone.

A brief note on names: throughout the book, the Ivory Coast is referred to by its official name, Côte d’lvoire. The Democratic Republic of the Congo -often shortened to ‘DRC’ - was known as Zaire between 1971 and 1998. I have avoided ‘Zaire’ wherever possible, in order to avoid confusion. When I use the term ‘Congolese’ I am referring to this country. The DRC was once a Belgian colony. There is another country - a former French colony - known as the Republic of Congo. Its capital, Brazzaville, lies directly across the River Congo from Kinshasa, the capital of the DRC. Whenever I refer to the Republic of Congo, I will use the term Congo-Brazzaville. The distinction is important, not least because of the hundreds of millions of dollars worth of illicit diamonds that have crossed the river between the two countries.

Ian Smillie
Ottawa, June 2010


PROLOGUE

This book is about how diamonds fuelled some of the most brutal wars in Africa. More than three million people died as a result of these wars in the 1990s and the early 2000s; many more millions of lives have been damaged, and the existence of entire nations has been called into question. The book is also about a campaign that began in 1998 to stop these ‘conflict’ or ‘blood diamonds’. It is a campaign in which I have been deeply involved, but in this book I have mostly kept myself out of the story because it is one that involves hundreds of individuals, organizations and governments, each contributing in their own way.

How the campaign began for me, however, is a tale worth telling, not least because of the places it has taken me over a period of ten years: from the killing fields of Sierra Leone to the diamond bourses of Antwerp; from the back streets of Jaffa in Israel to the august Security Council in New York; from Moscow to the barren lands of Canada’s Northwest Territories, to refugee camps in Guinea, the Clinton White House and the witness stand of a war crimes trial in The Hague.

In 1997, a small group of individuals began meeting at the Ottawa offices of a non governmental organization (NGO) called Partnership Africa Canada (PAC) to talk about the war then raging in the small West African nation of Sierra Leone. It was an eclectic group of people who were concerned that this increasingly horrific war had received so little attention - from the humanitarian aid community, the media and the United Nations. Tens of thousands of people had been killed, and fully half the population of the country had been displaced by marauding rebels, who marked their passing by chopping the hands off innocent civilians. Our little gathering, which we called the ‘Sierra Leone Working Group’ comprised two or three Sierra Leonean-Canadians, a couple of people like myself who had once worked in Sierra Leone, and others who had come to know the country in other ways.

Years before, and fresh out of university, I went to Sierra Leone to teach secondary school. I was posted to Koidu Town in Kono District in 1967, the heart of the country’s lucrative diamond mining industry. It was, in almost every respect except for location and climate, a replica of the Klondike gold rush - a wild west kind of town with thousands of illicit diamond diggers, a vibrant Lebanese diamond mafia, and a company exporting two million carats a year worth of the best diamonds in the world to the cutting and polishing factories of Antwerp and beyond. In those days, people like me saw development in terms of roads, schools and hospitals. And all of these things were being built. In Koidu, some of my students walked five miles to school every day, and most could expect trouble at home if they didn’t do well in class. Koidu Secondary School, the only high school in the country’s fourth largest town, was two years old when I arrived, but parents, town elders and especially the students, wanted it to grow and thrive. None of them, and none of the teachers, could possibly imagine what was to come. Twenty five years of bad government, mismanagement and corruption put Sierra Leone on the slippery slope to a war without precedent for its senselessness and its savagery. And the diamonds - which we teachers and students more or less ignored in those long ago days - would be at the epicentre of the tragedy.
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