
[image: ]


Reproductive Technologies


READINGS IN BIOETHICS

Edited by Thomas A. Shannon

Readings in Bioethics is a series of anthologies that gather together seminal essays in four areas: reproductive technologies, genetic technologies, death and dying, and health care policy. Each of the readers addresses specific case studies and issues under its respective topic. The goal of this series is twofold: first, to provide a set of readers on thematic topics for introductory or survey courses in bioethics or for courses with a particular theme or time limitation. When used in conjunction with a core text that provides the appropriate level of analytical framework, the readers in this series provide specific analysis of a set of issues that meets the professor's individual needs and interests. Second, each of the readers in this series is designed with the student in mind and aims to present important articles that help students focus more thoroughly and effectively on specific topics that flesh out the ethical issues at the core of bioethics.

Volumes in the Readings in Bioethics Series:

Reproductive Technologies
Genetic Technologies
Death and Dying
Health Care Policy


Reproductive Technologies

A Reader

Edited by
Thomas A. Shannon

[image: sw]

A SHEED & WARD BOOK

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS, INC.
Lanham • Boulder • New York • Toronto • Oxford


A SHEED & WARD BOOK

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS, INC.

Published in the United States of America
by Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
A wholly owned subsidiary of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.
4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706
www.rowmanlittlefield.com

PO Box 317
Oxford
OX2 9RU, UK

Copyright © 2004 by Thomas A. Shannon

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Reproductive technologies: a reader / [edited by] Thomas A. Shannon.

     p. cm.—(Readings in bioethics)

“A Sheed & Ward book.”

Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN 0-7425-3150-3 (alk. paper)—ISBN 0-7425-3151-1 (pbk.: alk. paper)

1. Reproductive technology—Miscellanea. I. Shannon, Thomas A. (Thomas Anthony), 1940- II. Series.

RG133.5 .R468 2004
616.6'92—dc22                                                                                                               2003019009

Printed in the United States of America

[image: TM] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.


To Pietro and Isolina Pinto
with much love to you and your family


Acknowledgments

Gratefully acknowledged are the publishers and authors of the works listed below for their permission to reprint their publications.

David Adamson. “Regulation of Assisted Reproductive Technologies in the United States.” Fertility and Sterility 78 (November 2002): 932–42. Reprinted by permission of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine.

James P. Toner. “Progress We Can Be Proud Of: U.S. Trends in Assisted Reproduction Over the First 20 Years.” Fertility and Sterility 78 (November 2002): 943–50. Reprinted by permission of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine.

Thomas A. Shannon. “Reproductive Technologies: Ethical and Religious Issues.” In God Forbid: Religion and Sex in American Public Life. Ed. Kathleen Sands. Oxford University Press, 2000, 203–18. Reprinted by Permission of Oxford University Press, Inc.

Bonnie Steinbock. “Sex Selection: Not Obviously Wrong.” Hastings Center Report 32 (January–February 2002): 23–28. Reprinted by permission of the Hastings Center Report.

Ethics Committee of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine. “Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Infertility Treatment.” Fertility and Sterility 77 (February 2002): 218–22. Reprinted by permission of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine

Laura A. Schieve, Susan F. Meikle, Cynthia Ferre, Herbert B. Peterson, Gary Jeng, and Lynne S. Wilcox. “Low and Very Low Birth Weight in Infants Conceived with Use of Assisted Reproductive Technology.” The New England Journal of Medicine 346 (March 7, 2002): 731–37. Copyright © 2002 by Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.

Richard J. Paulson, Robert Boostanfar, Peyman Saadat, Eliran Mor, David E. Tourgeman, Cristin C. Slater, Mary M. Francis, and John K. Jain. “Pregnancy in the Sixth Decade of Life: Obstetric Outcomes in Women of Advanced Reproductive Age.” The Journal of the American Medical Association 288 (November 13, 2002): 2320–23. Reprinted by permission of the American Medical Society.

G. Pennings. “Reproductive Tourism as Moral Pluralism in Motion.” Journal of Medical Ethics 28 (2002): 337–41. Reprinted by Permission of the British Medical Journal Publishing (BMJ) Group.

Thomas H. Murray. “What Are Families For? Getting to an Ethics of Reproductive Technology.” Hastings Center Report 32 (May–June 2002): 41–45. Reprinted by permission of the Hastings Center Report.

Lori B. Andrews. “Mom, Dad, Clone: Implications for Reproductive Privacy.” Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics 7 (1998): 176–186. Reprinted by Permission of Cambridge University Press.

J. M. Phillips. “Cloned Child.” America (November 25, 2000): 13. Reprinted by Permission of America Press.


Editor's Introduction

Since its introduction over a decade ago, the field of bioethics has grown exponentially. Not only has it become established as an academic discipline with journals and professional societies, it is covered regularly in the media and affects people everyday around the globe.

One important development in the field has been the informal division into clinical and institutional bioethics. Institutional bioethics has to do with the ethical dilemmas associated with the various institutions, the majority of which are providers of health care services. Delivery of health care, allocations of health care payments, mergers, closing or restricting services of certain departments or even of hospitals or clinics themselves are systemic questions involving a broad range of ethical agenda. On the clinical side, the bevy of usual suspects of ethical dilemmas is increasing in complexity as technology moves forward, new interventions are proposed, and fantasies become realities. Few, for example, thought that human cloning would become a serious clinical, public policy, and institutional debate in 2002.

One of the major consequences of this quantitative and qualitative debate is that providing resources for introductory or even specialized courses is becoming much more difficult. This is particularly difficult in the case of editing an anthology to compliment a text that provides an analysis of the core ethical issues. There is simply too much material to put into a single anthology that is reasonable in price and convenient in size.

This series is an attempt to resolve the problem of a cumbersome and expensive anthology by providing a set of four manageable and accessible readers on specific topics. Thus each reader in the series will be on a specific topic—reproductive technologies, genetic technologies, death and dying, and health care policy—and will be about two hundred pages in length. This is to provide professors with flexibility in designing their courses. Ideally, professors will use a core text to analyze the primary ethical issues in bioethics and will use the readers in this series to examine specific problems and cases, thus providing flexibility in designing syllabi as well as providing variety in presenting the course.

The goal of this series is twofold: first, to provide a set of readers on thematic topics for introductory or survey courses in bioethics or for courses with a particular theme or time limitation. In addition to a core text that provides the appropriate level of analytical framework, the readers in this series provide specific analysis of a set of issues that meets the professor's needs and interests. Second, each of the readers in this series is designed with the student in mind and aims to present seminal articles and case studies that help students focus more thoroughly and effectively on specific topics that flesh out the ethical issues at the core of bioethics.


1

Regulation of Assisted Reproductive Technologies in the United States

David Adamson

There is a widely perceived notion that assisted reproductive technology (ART) is not regulated in the United States. This current perception has developed for a number of reasons.

In the United States, ART has been characterized by the absence of a socialized health-care system, lack of centralized government or financial oversight, and the proliferation of a large number of clinics to meet market demand. Although some of these clinics are based in universities, which are operated under state oversight, and some are in private academic centers, many function as private medical practices.

Second, there is no statutory national body, such as the Reproductive Technology Accreditation Committee (RTAC) in Australia, or the Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority (HFEA) in England, to oversee these programs. (1)

Third, highly publicized incidents of illegal, immoral, irresponsible, and unethical behavior have occurred in the United States in the past few years. Extensive media exposure of physicians using their own semen for patient insemination, theft of patient eggs, proposals for human cloning, the use of stem cells for research, exorbitant sums of money paid to egg donors, and septuplet and octuplet births have received wide media attention. As a result, the perception is that these events represent the norm, rather than anomalous incidents.
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