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When guests to our house would learn that | was writing a book about MacBook Air, their
eyes would invariably light up. Ah, I'd think, they're impressed that I'm

writing a book! Alas, no: “Ooh,” they’d say, “Can | see it?”

They meant, of course, MacBook Air, and so I'd trot it out so everyone could coo over it, and my
wife’s carefully planned dinner party would devolve into a geekfest for awhile. That was just one of
the perks of writing this book.

Another was working with the amazing folks at Wiley, all of whom are preternaturally nice. They
include Acquisitions Editor Stephanie McComb and Executive Acquisitions Editor Jody Lefevere,
who asked me to write the original version of this book the same day that MacBook Air was
announced, and of course | accepted about 5 seconds later; Project Editor Chris Wolfgang, whose
edits, suggestions, and questions showed not only her smarts and utter common sense, but also
her knowledge of what a book needs to make it better; Copy Editor Kim Heusel, who went beyond
merely crossing my t's and dotting my i's by using her keen eye to tighten my prose and make me
look good in print; and Technical Editor Paul Sihvonen-Binder, a deep source of knowledge
regarding all things Mac, who made generous use of that knowledge and his valuable time to
supply this book with a layer of wisdom beyond what its author possesses.

Finally, many thanks to the wonderful Karen Hammond, who took the marvelous photographs
that are sprinkled throughout this book. My heartfelt and deep thanks to all of you for your
tremendous work on this project.
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