
		
			[image: Wilde_on_Love_cover_half.jpg]
		

	
		
			Wilde on Love

		

	
		
			Warbler Press

			Biographical Note and About the Book © 2020 by Ulrich Baer

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher, which may be requested at permissions@warblerpress.com.

			isbn 978-1-7347353-4-5 (paperback)

			isbn 978-1-7347353-5-2 (e-book)

			warblerpress.com

			Printed in the United States of America. This edition is printed with chlorine-free ink on acid-free interior paper made from 30% post-consumer waste recycled material.

			Warbler Press Contemplations current and forthcoming titles at warblerpress.com

		

	
		
			Wilde on Love

			Oscar Wilde

			edited by ulrich baer

			[image: ]

		

	
		
			Contents

			Wilde on Love

			Wilde in Love (Letters)

			A Note on the Letters

			About the Book

			Oscar Wilde

			Sources

		

	


		
			Wilde on Love

		

	
		
			All I do know is that life cannot be understood without much charity, cannot be lived without much charity. It is love, and not German philosophy, that is the true explanation of this world, whatever may be the explanation of the next.

		

	
		
			I used to think ambition the great thing. It is not. Love is the great thing in the world. There is nothing but love.

		

	
		
			When one is in love, one always begins by deceiving one’s self, and one always ends by deceiving others. That is what the world calls a romance.

		

	
		
			Shallow sorrows and shallow loves live on. The loves and sorrows that are great are destroyed by their own plenitude.

		

	
		
			I really don’t see anything romantic in proposing. It is very romantic to be in love. But there is nothing romantic about a definite proposal. Why, one may be accepted. One usually is, I believe. Then the excitement is all over. The very essence of romance is uncertainty. If ever I get married, I’ll certainly try to forget the fact.

		

	
		
			The only way to behave to a woman is to make love to her, if she is pretty, and to some one else, if she is plain.
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