




ROTH FAMILY FOUNDATION 

Music in America Imprint

Michael P. Roth 

and Sukey Garcetti 

have endowed this 

imprint to honor the 

memory of their parents, 

Julia and Harry Roth,

whose deep love of music 

they wish to share 

with others. 



DANIEL GOLDMARK

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS

Berkeley · Los Angeles · London

MUSIC AND THE HOLLYWOOD CARTOON



The publisher gratefully acknowledges the generous 
contribution to this book provided by the Music in America
Endowment Fund of the University of California Press
Associates, which is supported by a major gift from Sukey
and Gil Garcetti, Michael Roth, and the Roth Family
Foundation.

University of California Press
Berkeley and Los Angeles, California

University of California Press, Ltd.
London, England

© 2005 by The Regents of the University of California

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Goldmark, Daniel.
Tunes for ’toons : music and the Hollywood 

cartoon / Daniel Goldmark.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 0-520-23617-3 (cloth : alk. paper)
1. Animated film music—History and 

criticism. I. Title.

ml2075.g65 2005
781.5'42—dc22 2004025268

Manufactured in the United States of America

14 13 12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

This book is printed on Natures Book, which con-
tains 50% post-consumer waste and meets the
minimum requirements of ansi/niso z39.48-1992 
(r 1997) (Permanence of Paper).



For Cyleste Collins

and Philip Brett



This page intentionally left blank 



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations and Tables ix

List of Music Examples xiii

Acknowledgments xv

Introduction: Why Cartoon Music? 1

1. CARL STALLING AND POPULAR MUSIC IN THE 
WARNER BROS. CARTOONS 10

2. “YOU REALLY DO BEAT THE SHIT OUT OF THAT CAT”: 
SCOTT BRADLEY’S (VIOLENT) MUSIC FOR MGM 44

3. JUNGLE JIVE: ANIMATION, JAZZ MUSIC, 
AND SWING CULTURE 77

4. CORNY CONCERTOS AND SILLY SYMPHONIES: 
CLASSICAL MUSIC AND CARTOONS 107

5. WHAT’S OPERA, DOC? AND CARTOON OPERA 132

A Brief Conclusion 161

Appendix 1: Carl Stalling Documents 165

Appendix 2: Scott Bradley Documents 167

Notes 171

Bibliography 199

Index 213



This page intentionally left blank 



ix

ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLES

FIGURES

1. Carl Stalling 11

2. The cloverleaf in Fast and Furryous 27

3. The Swooner Crooner 29

4. The Fifth-Column Mouse 34

5. Mouse Warming 37

6. Bugs Bunny Rides Again 42

7. Dancing in Bugs Bunny Rides Again 42

8. Getting out of town in Bugs Bunny Rides Again 42

9. Scott Bradley at Harman-Ising in the late 1930s 46

10. The flower and the weed in Dance of the Weed 56

11. Out the window, in Solid Serenade 65

12. Heading for the sink in Solid Serenade 66

13. Tom’s disguise in Puttin’ on the Dog 70

14. The dog’s head gets around in Puttin’ on the Dog 71

15. Paul Whiteman crowned king in production 
sketches for King of Jazz 82

16. Cannibals/natives dancing in production sketches 
for King of Jazz 83

17. Louis Armstrong and the band playing in I’ll Be 
Glad When You’re Dead, You Rascal You 86

18. A native becomes Armstrong in I’ll Be Glad When 
You’re Dead 88



19. A jungle drummer becomes Tubby Hall in I’ll Be 
Glad When You’re Dead 89

20. Bubbles and animal skins in A Rhapsody in Black 
and Blue 91

21. The Isle of Pingo-Pongo 92

22. Stepin Fechit in Clean Pastures 95

23. Jazz greats appeal to the head angel in Clean 
Pastures 95

24. Cab Calloway and his band and Louis Armstrong 
in Clean Pastures 95

25. Satan comes calling in Clean Pastures 97

26. Tin Pan Alley Cats 98

27. Three Little Bops 105

28. Rhapsody in Rivets 112

29. Rhapsody Rabbit 112

30. Bugs versus Giovanni Jones, round 1, in Long-
Haired Hare 115

31. Bobby-soxer Bugs in Long-Haired Hare 118

32. The Hollywood Bowl in Tom and Jerry in the 
Hollywood Bowl 119

33. The musicians in Baton Bunny 120

34. Bugs takes charge as Stokowski in Long-Haired 
Hare 122

35. Depictions of Leopold Stokowski in Hollywood 
Canine Canteen and Hollywood Steps Out 124

36. Magic runs amok in Magical Maestro 126

37. Jump Start 133

38. Title card of What’s Opera, Doc? 137

39. Elmer, the mighty hunter, in What’s Opera, Doc? 137

40. Elmer in a rage in What’s Opera, Doc? 138

41. Love duet and ballet in What’s Opera, Doc? 139

42. Elmer mad and then sad in What’s Opera, Doc? 140

43. Bugs meets Hermann Göring in Herr Meets Hare 144

44. Dramatic action and heavy breathing in What’s 
Opera, Doc? 149

45. Bugs as Brünnhilde in What’s Opera, Doc? 152

46. The world comes crashing down in What’s 
Opera, Doc? 156

47. The disdainful steed in What’s Opera, Doc? 157

ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLESx



TABLES

1. Mouse Warming cue sheet 38

2. Bugs Bunny Rides Again cue sheet 40

3. Music in What’s Opera, Doc? 147

ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLES xi



This page intentionally left blank 



xiii

MUSIC EXAMPLES

1. W. A. Mozart, sonata in C major for piano, 
K. 545 2

2. Raymond Scott, melody for “Powerhouse” 28

3. Sigmund Mogulesko, “Khosn, Kale Mazl Tov” 33

4. Scott Bradley, themes for the weed and flower from 
Dance of the Weed 57

5. Twelve-tone scale in Puttin’ on the Dog 71

6. Alphons Czibulka, “Wintermärchen” 109

7. Franz Liszt, Hungarian Rhapsody no. 2 in C-sharp 
minor 111

8. Melody for “Be vewy quiet—I’m hunting wabbits!” 137

9. Melody for “Oh Bwunhilda, you’re so lovely” 139

10. Melody for “Kill the wabbit” 153



This page intentionally left blank 


