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Foreword

The central effort in this book is to examine the possible correlation between the impact of globalization on the city, the growth of inequalities and of power conflicts, and the violence and crime evident in what are often spatially segregated areas. A crucial intermediate variable is whether, and if so how, the new types of welfare and order-maintenance policies of states at the national and local level reflect at least in part the pressures of globalization.

One of the key empirical sites the author uses to explore these issues is cities that have experienced in accentuated forms the impact of economic globalization. These cities have rising numbers of high-income professional households which, through their significant numbers and lifestyles, mark the urban landscape and create strong contrasts with the growing spaces of poverty and segregation. Because they are strategic for the global economy, these cities also develop policies – from development of airports to social order maintenance – that are seen as crucial for the role these cities play as strategic sites for the global economy. An important hypothesis explored by the author is that in this combination of conditions such cities emerge as sites for the production of new norms. Among these norms is the renewed importance of order maintenance as a fundamental responsibility of the state and the novel contents associated with it, given new forms of urban violence.

Against this background, the author examines whether the types of violence and criminality evident today in spatially segregated poor areas in major cities are related to economic globalization and its specific materialization in these cities. And secondly, whether the new welfare and other policies of states at the national level and at the local level that have the effect of raising control over socially marginal populations and areas actually reflect the need for social order maintenance if a city is to fulfill strategic functions for the global economy. Body-Gendrot also examines to what extent these policies may in fact be an enactment of represssion which generates its own forms of violence and criminality as a response to that repression by those who have little if any access to the formal political system.

This is, clearly, a complex argument and one which demands new types of theorization, new types of evidence, and multiple secondary analyses of a range of data sets which have typically been collected with other aims in mind. This book is an enormously important contribution to this new way of studying and interpreting urban violence and state policy. There are today major studies and major findings about this subject, and the author makes a point of discussing these and showing how they contribute to her overall inquiry. This book is, then, centered in the existing scholarship. But she also argues that there is more work to be done. Introducing globalization as part of the explanation adds to this scholarship and provides yet another set of variables to an as yet incomplete explanation of urban violence and the best ways to address it. While using some of the newer types of variable, such as the type of capital present in different social groups and symbolic domination, the author is very focused on developing a set of variables linked to globalization and the intervening role of the state.

The author emphasizes the fact of unequal resources and unequal access in democracies where, in principle, differences of access should not be as strong as they in fact are. She notes how even in large French cities, where poverty and segregation are far less extreme than in US cities, there is nonetheless violence and criminality and the threat of more of it to come. She shows us how global cities are indeed a strategic site for the enactment of new forms of politics by disadvantaged groups with little power, yet with the capacity to exert an “intimidating” presence. Some of the forms of urban violence we are seeing today in large cities are, in the last analysis, one of the ways in which those who lack access to other institutional channels can engage the formal political system and the powerful. Urban violence can, in some situations, be a means to getting a share of the city’s resources or respect as subjects, as was illustrated in the Diallo case in NYC in 1999 and in many of the other demonstrations against police brutality in the USA and in several European countries.

Through their actions, these groups introduce alternative normativities in the socio-political and symbolic order of the city. In an earlier book, Ville et violence, Body-Gendrot has developed the concept of urban violence as a specific form of violence, one that has elements of a politics and of claims that cannot be easily encompassed by or worked out through the formal political system. In this book, she continues this work through an examination of the specific forms of this new politics by those who are or feel powerless to affect their condition, and she shows us the considerable variance these new politics assume across different cultures.

One of the contributions of this book to our understanding of these issues is the comparison between large French cities, particularly Paris, and large US cities. Such an analysis brings to the fore the specificity of sociocultural forms through which the general dynamics of urban violence and the state’s management of social disorder operate in each of these different contexts. Further, it also shows us that what we associate largely with inner cities in the USA takes place typically in urban peripheral zones in France – often what we would think of as suburban areas in the USA. The author shows us how in France, for instance, it is also the middle class and the farmers who will engage in often violent or violence-prone demonstrations against the state to pressure it into fulfilling its role as regulator and buffer against the negative impacts of unregulated markets, downsizing, and uncertain futures for their children. These are conditions certain sectors of the middle class in France see as connected to economic globalization.

One of the challenges of globalization for social science is that its locational and institutional embeddedness does not correspond to what are standard categories in established social science research. Whether explicitly or implicitly, the boundaries and the scales at which categories are constructed and deployed – the nation-state, the city, the group, the household – do not easily accommodate the cross-border and cross-boundary dynamics of globalization. There is a type of research that confines globalization to the study of macro-level cross-border processes, most especially, crossborder flows of trade and capital; and, one could argue, this type of research can be executed without much concern about these analytic and theoretical issues. But for scholars like myself, who see globalization as a far more complex social phenomenon and one with considerable social thickness, the challenge is centered on how to study its concrete instantiations. That is to say, the challenge is how to study globalization in the specific institutional settings and processes through which it becomes embedded in what we could think of as the non-global. Globalization inhabits specific structurations of the national, the local, the cultural, the subjective. One of the tasks this calls for is the decoding of what has historically been constructed as the national, or the local – in brief, the nonglobal. The assumption here is that the imbrication of the global and the non-global is complex and variable. The embedding of the global in a specific institutional setting may amplify the features of that setting or it may alter these features, partly or wholly, even as the institutional setting might still be coded/represented as if nothing had changed. In this regard, longstanding dualities such as local–global or national–global are not helpful and indeed do not capture the actual modalities of the locational and institutional embeddedness of globalization.

In this regard, Body-Gendrot’s book represents a major contribution to the elaboration of this new type of research agenda. It introduces another sphere for research and theorization: urban violence and the state’s ordermaintenance function as these materialize in a very specific type of site: large cities that have become strategic places for the global economy. The particular focus on zones of urban violence in major French and US cities further helps us understand the variance in the modes through which certain aspects of globalization get filtered through the specificities of different localities. The subject of urban violence has remained somewhat intractable. There has been a multiplication of explanations which together have contributed enormously to our understanding of the issues involved. Adding the variable of globalization and its impact on conditions of poverty and spatial segregation as well as on the functions of the state introduces an important new dimension to this scholarship.

Saskia Sassen, Professor of Sociology, University of Chicago, and author of Globalization and Its Discontents





Series Preface

In the past three decades there have been dramatic changes in the fortunes of cities and regions, in beliefs about the role of markets and states in society, and in the theories used by social scientists to account for these changes. Many of the cities experiencing crisis in the 1970s have undergone revitalization, while others have continued to decline. In Europe and North America new policies have introduced privatization on a broad scale at the expense of collective consumption, and the viability of the welfare state has been challenged. Eastern Europe has witnessed the collapse of state socialism and the uneven implementation of a globally driven market economy. Meanwhile, the less developed nations have suffered punishing austerity programs that divide a few newly industrializing countries from a great many cases of arrested and negative growth.

Social science theories have struggled to encompass these changes. The earlier social organizational and ecological paradigms were criticized by Marxian and Weberian theories, and these in turn have been disputed as all-embracing narratives. The certainties of the past, such as class theory, are gone and the future of urban and regional studies appears relatively open.

The aim of the series Studies in Urban and Social Change is to take forward this agenda of issues and theoretical debates. The series is committed to a number of aims but will not prejudge the development of the field. It encourages theoretical works and research monographs on cities and regions. It explores the spatial dimension of society, including the role of agency and of institutional contexts in shaping urban form. It addresses economic and political change from the household to the state. Cities and regions are understood within an international system, the features of which are revealed in comparative and historical analyses.

The series also serves the interests of university classroom and professional readers. It publishes topical accounts of important policy issues (e.g. global adjustment), reviews of debates (e.g. post-Fordism), and collections that explore various facets of major changes (e.g. cities after socialism or the new urban underclass). The series urges a synthesis of research and theory, teaching and practice. Engaging research monographs (e.g. on women and poverty in Mexico or urban culture in Japan) provide vivid teaching materials just as policy-oriented studies (e.g. of social housing or urban planning) test and redirect theory. The city is analysed from the top down (e.g. through the gendered culture of investment banks) and the bottom up (e.g. in challenging social movements). Taken together, the volumes in the series reflect the latest developments in urban and regional studies.

Subjects which fall within the scope of the series include: explanations for the rise and fall of cities and regions; economic restructuring and its spatial, class, and gender impact; race and identity; convergence and divergence of the “east” and “west” in social and institutional paterns; new divisions of labour and forms of social exclusion; urban and environmental movements; international migration and capital flows; politics of the urban poor in developing countries; cross-national comparisons on housing, planning, and development; debates on post-Fordism, the consumption sector, and the “new” urban poverty.

Studies in Urban and Social Change addresses an international and interdisciplinary audience of researchers, practitioners, students, and urban enthusiasts. Above all, it endeavors to reach the public with compelling accounts of contemporary society.

Editorial Committee

John Walton, Chair
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Introduction

Tolerance and Suppression

How do societies form their perceptions of urban danger and become alarmed by it? Today it is easy to point to the city-based media which construct the theme and fill their coverage with stories of minor riots, non-violent crimes, and even rumors, to be disseminated throughout the globe. But, even in the past, when the knowledge of a crime would go no further than a horseback ride, people in cities were constantly involved in a dialogue with fear. “Fear everywhere, fear always,” L. Fèbvre, a French historian, once remarked.

In recent years, urban violence has been debated in the context of anxieties raised by the slowing of growth in Europe, the marketization of economies all over the Western world, and the prioritization of international economic competition. The discussion in the public debate of violence is euphemistic, displacing more urgent questionings on new forms of inequality and social marginalization that are appearing in cities, as well as a general feeling of precariousness among the middle and working classes. Urban danger is therefore constructed as the discursive displacement of issues already related to family disruptions and institutions’ dysfunctions.

My major focus is on the link between the eroding buffer role of the welfare state, the function of the local arena – namely large cities – as the site impacted by the negative consequences of economic restructuring and of rapid social mutations, and that of the “civil society” as cities address the public’s insecurity. At stake is a redrawing of what constitutes the legitimate responsibilities of individuals, collectivities, and the state. Partnerships are the sites in which the rearticulation of new socio-political relationships is played out and contested and out of which innovation and change in terms of crime control may emerge (Crawford, 1997). Confronted with new challenges, national elites seem indeed to be confused, particularly in the Old World where the established insiders are advocating a better control of crime and violence frequently associated with “others” – that is, unemployed, unskilled, or redundant workers with different racial or ethnic identities and, more specifically, youth from the inner cities. Excessive flows of information reinforce the idea that societies are becoming more complex, more heterogeneous, and too difficult to manage from traditional centers of power alone.



















































































           
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
    
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
                
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
           
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
                         
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
             
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
         
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
Lesen Sie weiter in der vollständigen Ausgabe!
OEBPS/images/9780631205203.jpg
THE S OCIAL
CONTROL OF CITIES?

A COMPARATIVE P ERSPECTIVE

Sophie Body-Gendrot






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
THE SOCIAL
CONTROL OF
CITIES?

A COMPARATIVE
PERSPECTIVE

Sophie Body-Gendrot

BLACKWELL
L]





