oalgraverpivot

AUSTRALIAN
POLITICAL ECONOMY
OF VIOLENCE AND
NON-VIOLENCE

Erik Paul




Australian Political Economy of Violence
and Non-Violence






Erik Paul

Australian Political
Economy of Violence
and Non-Violence

palgrave
macmillan



Erik Paul

Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies
University of Sydney

Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

ISBN 978-1-137-60213-8 ISBN 978-1-137-60214-5 (eBook)
DOI10.1057,/978-1-137-60214-5

Library of Congress Control Number: 2016939227

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2016

The author(s) has/have asserted their right(s) to be identified as the author(s) of this work
in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher,
whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation,
reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any
other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation,
computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter
developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made.

Printed on acid-free paper

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Macmillan Publishers Ltd. London



To Keiko






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am indebted to the anonymous reviewers of the manuscript and to
Christina Brian and her team at Palgrave Macmillan. This book also
benefited greatly from the stimulating research, teaching culture, and
friendly environment at the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies
(CPACS), University of Sydney.

vii






CONTENTS

Violence
Corporatism
Commodification
Enemies
Alienation
Non-violence
Heterodoxy
Justice

Human Rights

11

27

43

51

59

63

69

79

ix



X CONTENTS

10 Convergence

11 Struggle for Democracy

References

Index

87

93

103

105



CHAPTER 1

Violence

Abstract Australian democracy is largely defined by the character and
function of the country’s political economy incorporated in the existing
neoliberal corporate security state. Violence is built in a hegemonic order
characterized by the concentration of private power and wealth, the com-
modification of people and nature, the construction and manipulation of
antagonisms and enemies, and the politics of fear as a US client state.
Australian politics is conducted as a one-party state, a new authoritarian-
ism by privileged elites. Democratization requires a clearly defined oppos-
ing hegemonic order, a radical democracy, and a counter-culture to the
existing one. Its potential exists in progressive non-violent movements,
parties, unions, and other formations struggling for a new political econ-
omy based on social, economic, and political equality.

Keywords Political economy ® Neoliberal corporate security state ®
Systemic violence ® Radical democracy ® Counter-hegemony ® Equality

What is the purpose of Australia? Australia, like other nation-states, is the
site of a political struggle over equality: the social, economic, and politi-
cal equality of its citizens. The core of this struggle is about the nature of
democracy and the role and function of the country’s economy, in other
words, the purpose of the Australian economy, how should it be organized
and why, and for whose benefit?
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