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Introduction

Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati (d. 749/1348) was one of those historians that
devoted their intellectual endeavors to studying the lives of the religious
scholars, the ulama’. He describes in detail their scholarly lives, their readings
(giraat, i.e., the study of specific texts), their reading certificates (sama @), and
their teachings. Several works were written by him in this field amongst them the
Masyahat ad-Dabiisi, the Masyahat Yahya Ibn Fadl Allah al-Umari and the
Masyahat Taqi d-Din as-Subki. The last mentioned, which the author finished in
19 Sawwal 739/30 April 1339, is the object of this edition.!

The masyahat was an important genre in the social and intellectual activities
of the author’s time. They shed light on the scholarly culture and the intellectual
discourses of the time, as well as documenting all kind of knowledge that a
certain scholar has read, heard or received permission (igdza) to teach and
transmit.

The at-Taragim al-galila al-galiyya wa-l-asyah al-Gliya al-‘aliyya (The Glo-
rious Clear Biographies of the Magnificent Outstanding Scholars) of Ahmad b.
Aybak b. ‘Abd Allah, known as Ibn ad-Dumyati, has been fully preserved in a
worldwide unique manuscript that is available in the Diyarbakir (Amid) library
in Turkey. This manuscript has been mentioned by Ramadan Si$an in his
catalogue Nawadir al-mahtutat fi maktabat turkiya (“Rare Manuscripts in the
Libraries of Turkey”) with the catalog number 1/2109 §.2

1 Ibn ad-Dumyati, at-Taragim al-galila, folio 162/b.
2 as-Sisan, Nawadir al-mahtutat, 421.
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12 Introduction

Description of the manuscript

The manuscript consists of 174 folios, hence 348 pages, which measure
23x16 cm. The whole manuscript consists of two separate books. The first book
is the at-Taragim al-galila and consists of 162 folios, hence 325 pages. The
second book is the Masyaha of Ibn éi(_la‘m that consists of 12 folios (23 pages),
which is not included to the present edition.

Every page contains 29 lines and each line about 10 to 12 words. All words
carry diacritics and the manuscript is written in the nash scripture. The writing
is in black ink except for the name of each described individual that is written in
red ink and some rare places where the color blue is used. The headlines of the
book are written in green color. The first page of the manuscript contains a blurb
(taqriz) for the at-Taragim al-galila written by Ahmad b. Fadl Allah al-Umari, a
high official and well-known writer. On the margins of the book, comments and
corrects are written that can be grouped into four categories: first, an identi-
fication of places with which the reader could be unfamiliar; second, corrections
of things about which the author was mistaken; third, an identification of in-
dividuals with whom the reader could be unfamiliar; fourth, explanations and
additional information on certain topics.

The copy used in this edition has some important peculiarities. Most note-
worthy is the fact that the copy has been copied directly from the autograph. In
addition, the copyist did not only transpose the main text, but also copied the
comments on the margin. Some of the comments were written by the author
himself, as well as by Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, Muhammad b. Sanad,’ and others.
It appears that the copyist fully copied these comments as they were found, not
adding or omitting anything of it. In addition, he refers to the authors of the
comment.

The manuscript contains lacunae that vary in length and that were left by the
author. In some cases those spots have the length of one or two words and in
some they reach the length of several lines. The manuscript also contains reading
certificates (samat) that the copyist copied from the manuscript of the author.
The reading certificates were inter alia written by Muhammad b. Yahya b. Sa‘d al-
Magqdisi,* Muhammad b. Muhammad as-Subki’, Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, and
others. The copy of the author from which the copyist had copied the present

3 Heis Sams ad-Din Muhammad b. Miisa b. Muhammad b. Sanad al-Lahmiwho is known as Ibn
Sanad and who died in 792 h. See at-Taqi I-Fasi, Dayl at-taqyid, 1:268.

4 He is Muhammad b. Yahya b. Muhammad b. Sa‘d al-Madisi (d, 759), author of the Masyaha of
Tag ad-Din as-Subki, see Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 4:283.

5 He is Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Kafi s-Subki (d. 808), see Ibn
Hagar, Inba’ al-gumr, 2:346.
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Introduction 13

copy had been read to Taqi d-Din as-Subki to whom the Masyaha is dedicated.® It
was in the possession of Sara, the daughter of Taqi d-Din as-Subki and it also
bears her handwriting.” The copyist can be identified as Abii 1-Wafa> Muhammad
b. Halil b. Ibrahim as-Salihil-Hanafi who finished the copying on 22 Saban 879/1
January 1475.

Content of the Book

The volume contains biographies of personalities that have either received
knowledge or heard lessons from Taqi d-Din as-Subki. However, it does not
mention all these persons, but was restricted only to the most prominent
scholars. In total, this Masyaha mentions 226 scholars among which were 18
women. They are arranged alphabetically, except for the two names Muhammad
and Ahmad which were put at the front. The Masyaha contains 61 individuals
with the name Muhammad, 26 with the name Ahmad, 20 whose name begins
with an alif, one with t@’, one with ta), five with ha, two with ha, one with ra), four
with zdy, three with sin, four with $in, three with sad, one with ta, 53 with ayn,
one with gayn, three with fa; one with gaf, one with kaf, one with lam, eight with
mim, three with niin, three with ha, one with waw, 14 with ya, and five in-
dividuals who are listed by their kunya.

The author also includes individuals from the political elite, as well as mer-
chants, provided they have achieved reading certificates (sama?) or igazat.

Structure and Organization of the Work

The author followed a slightly different approach than employed by other au-
thors of biographical dictionaries. In the case that the individual portrayed had a
family member who was also a scholar or achieved any reading certificates, Ibn
ad-Dumyati provides a biography of him or her as well.

The dictionary is divided into 20 parts, each part consist of about 14 to 18
pages.

The biographies included in the dictionary are structured in the following
way: first, the author mentions the name of the individual and his descendants.
Then, he mentions the scholars from whom the individual has learned, his birth
and death dates as well as his birth and death places. In addition, often the place
where an individual was buried is given. In some cases, the author corrected the

6 See fol. 134 b.
7 See fol. 71 a.
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14 Introduction

descent of a person that had been falsely attributed. The works that an individual
has written were often mentioned as well. Therefore, the entries vary from each
other depending on the available information, so that some entries consist of
several pages while others were just a few lines long.

The author then mentions for each individual some or atleast one hadit with a
full chain of transmission up to the Prophet. In addition to that, the author lists
in what collection this hadit is narrated. In case the individual was also a literary
figure or poet, some examples of the poems are mentioned. One of the features of
Ibn ad-Dumyati’s dictionary is that the author does not limit himself to the
biographies of the individuals in question. He goes beyond that and gives the
biographies of the fathers or grandfather in the case they were scholars, too.
Also, if the individual was a manumitted slave and the person who freed him was
also a scholar, then Ibn ad-Dumyati also provides the latter’s biography. This is
the reason that the total number of biographies reaches 287 biographies.

Value of the Dictionary

The at-Taragim al-galila can be considered a fundamental source for the
scholarly life in the early Mamluk period and was employed as a source by later
scholars for their biographical dictionaries. Amongst those scholars were Ibn
Hagar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852), who used it for his ad-Durar al-kamina and his Inba’
al-gumr, and Ibn Tagribirdi (d. 855) who used it for his al-Manhal as-safi and an-
Nugum az-zahira.

Another feature of this dictionary is that Ibn ad-Dumyati was in contact with
the individuals about whom he compiled a biography. He used to speak to them
and ask them directly about their lives. In addition, the author used other
sources, the authors of which were also his contemporaries or even acquain-
tances, such as al-Birzali, al-Yunini or ad-Dahabi.

Its value also stems from the fact that the work contains biographies that are
not found in other dictionaries. The author also mentions data for individuals
that were hitherto regarded as unknown, such as their birth and death dates and
places or the grave location.

The dictionary of Ibn ad-Dumyati is based on a broad variety of sources.
Besides the author’s personal contacts, he also used chronicles, masyahat-works,
obituaries, hadit-collections such as the Sihah, the Sunan and Musnad-works as
well as compositions on the evaluation of the transmitters and on the ambiguity
of terms (mustabah) and names (mu talaf), literary works, lexica, anthologies of
poems and medical treatises.
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References to the book in contemporary sources of the author

The at-Taragim al-galila was mentioned in several other sources written at the

same time period. Amongst them:

1. Tagad-Din as-Subki, the son of Taqi d-Din as-Subki to whom the at-Taragim
was devoted: Tag ad-Din mentioned the work in his Tabaqat al-kubra in the
biography of his father. He mentioned that the dictionary was read in the
presence of Taqi d-Din as-Subki by Abt 1-Fath as-Subki and that a large
number of other scholars had attended the reading, such as Aba 1-Haggag al-
Mizzi and Sams ad-Din ad-Dahabi.?

2. Halil b. Aybak as-Safadi: He listed the at-Taragim during the biography of
Taqi d-Din as-Subki. He also mentioned that Taqi d-Din was teaching it at the
al-Kallasa Madrasa and that a large number of other scholars attended the
reading, such as al-Mizzi and ad-Dahabi.’

3. Ibn Sa‘d al-Muqaddasi: He mentioned the at-Taragim in the masyaha-work
that he compiled for Tag ad-Din as-Subki. There he said that he heard the
masyaha [of Taqi d-Din as-Subki] from Tag ad-Din that was compiled by
Sihab ad-Din Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati."

Blurb of This Book

Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati was eager to ask well-known and respected
scholars and literates to write a blurb (taqriz) for his books. For the at-Taragim
al-galila, the senior secretary and encyclopedist Sihab ad-Din Ahmad Ibn Fadl
Allah al-Umari wrote such a blurb. The official and writer Halil b. Aybak as-
Safadi wrote also a blurb for the forty hadit collection that Ibn ad-Dumyati
compiled for Diya’ ad-Din Abi Bakr al-Hatib." This blurb was composed upon
the request of Ibn ad-Dumyati.

Several things can be drawn from this information. Most of writers of these
blurbs were well-known scholars who held state positions and were also literati
of his generation. These refer to Ibn ad-Dumyati’s literary style and to his
modesty.

8 See as-Subki, Tabagqat al-kubra, 10:169.

9 See as-Safadi, Ayan al-asr, 3:423.
10 See al-Maqdisi, Mu $am Suyih as-Subki, 281.
11 See as-Safadi, Ayan al-asr, 1:176.
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Biography of Ibn ad-Dumyati

His full name was Sihab ad-Din Abi I-Hasan Ahmad b. 1zz ad-Din Aybak b.‘Abd
Allah al-Husami al-Misri a$-Safi1, known as Ibn ad-Dumyat, after his maternal
grandfather."” Ibn ad-Dumyati was born in Cairo in 700/1300, where he received
an Islamic education in his youth. Already at that time, he reached the status that
he himself could transmit the hadit.

Sihab ad-Din Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dimyati was able and had the motivation to
travel in the pursuit of knowledge. His first journey brought him to Alexandria.
Judging by the death dates of his teachers in Alexandria, the journey must have
taken place before 720 h. In Alexandria, Ibn ad-Dumyati studied with Zayn ad-
Din Abu I-Qasim Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Alam ad-Din Muhammad b. al-
Husayn b. ‘Atiq b. Rasiq al-Misri (d. 720 h.)"’ and ‘Izz ad-Din Abi Ishaq Ibrahim
b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin b. Ahmad al-‘Alawi I-Girafi (d. 728)." He undertook
his second journey, to Syria, in 740 h. There, he studied with Sams ad-Din Aba
‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Utman ad-Dahabi (d. 748)"° and Gamal ad-
Din Abu l-Haggag Yasuf b. az-Zaki ‘Abd ar-Rahman b. Yasuf b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-
Mizzi (d. 742).'¢

His Teachers

Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati received his education from the leading scholars of
his time which includes some female scholars, too. Amongst his teachers were
Sitt al-Wuzara Wazira bt. ‘Umar b. ‘Umar b. As‘ad b. al-Munagga t-Tanahiyya
(d. 716),” <Alam ad-Din Ahmad b. ‘Abd ar-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. “Ali b.
Gafar b. Darada (d. 719),' Zayn ad-Din Abi l-Qasim Muhammad b. ‘Alam ad-
Din Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Atiq b. Rasiq al-Misri (d. 720),"” Aba ‘Ali
1-Hasan b. ‘Umar b. Isa b. Halil al-Kurdi (d. 720),%° Bah#’ ad-Din Abia Muhammad
al-Qasim b. al-Muzaffar b. Mahmiid b. ‘Asakir ad-Dimasqi (d. 723),” 1zz ad-Din
Abi Ishaq Ibrahim b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin b. Ahmad al-‘Alawi 1-Girafi

12 See as-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 6:260; idem, A yan al-‘asr, 1:175; Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-
kamina, 1:108.

13 See Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 4:174.

14 See Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 1:10.

15 See ad-Dahabi, al-Mugam al-muhtass, 14.

16 Ibn Qadi Suhba, Tarih Ibn Qadi Suhba, 1:530.

17 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 2:129.

18 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 1:167.

19 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 4:174.

20 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 2:30.

21 Ibn Katir, al-Biddya wa-n-nihdya, 14:108.
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(d. 728),”* Fath ad-Din Abii n-Nin Yiinus b. Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Qayyiim b. al-Qasim
b. Dawid al-Kinani d-Dababisi (d. 729),* Sihab ad-Din Ahmad b. Abi Talib b.
Ni‘ma b. Hasan Ibn a$-Sihna (d. 730),* Tag ad-Din ‘Ali b. Isma‘l b. Ibrahim b.
Qurays al-Mahzimi (d. 732),”> Abi I-Fath Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mu-
hammad b. Ahmad known as Ibn Sayyid an-Nas al-Ya‘muri (d. 734),” Qutb ad-
Din Abi ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd an-Nir b. Munir al-Halabi (d. 735),” Saraf ad-
Din Abi Zakariyya Yahya b. Yasuf b. Abi Muhammad b. Abi I-Futih al-Maqdisi
(d. 737),” Fahr ad-Din Abii ‘Amr ‘Utman b. Yanus b. Abi Bakr b. Muhammad an-
Nuwayri (d. 756),” Salah ad-Din Halil b. Aybak b. ‘Abd Allah as-Safadi (d. 764).

His students

Amongst the students of Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati were Sams ad-Din Aba
‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Utman ad-Dahabi (d. 748) who studied with
him, but also taught him,”" Salah ad-Din Abi Said Halil Kaykaldi b. ‘Abd Allah
al-‘Ala1 (d. 761),”” Salah ad-Din Halil b. Aybak b. ‘Abd Allah as-Safadi (d. 764)
who studied with him but also taught him,** Sams ad-Din Aba 1-Mahasin Mu-
hammad b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Hamza al-Husayni (d. 765),’* and Tag ad-Din ‘Abd
al-Wahhab b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Kafi as-Sukbi (d. 771).%

His Writings

Sihab ad-Din Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati left behind a great number of writ-
ings in the fields of history (tarih) and Prophetic tradition (hadit nabawi). In
particular, Ibn ad-Dumyati focused in his historical writing on contemporary
scholars and their activities. Among his writings are the following:

22 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 1:10.

23 as-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 29:372.

24 Tbn Katir, al-Biddya wa-n-nihdya, 14:150.

25 Ibn Hagar, ad-Durar al-kamina, 3:23.

26 as-Subki, Tabagqat as-safiyya al-kubra, 9:268.
27 as-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 19:80.

28 as-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 28:358.

29 Ibn Qadi Suhba, Tarih Ibn Qadi Suhba, 2:85.
30 as-Safadi, A'yan al-Asr, 1:175.

31 as-Subki, Tabaqat as-safiyya al-kubra, 9:100.
32 as-Subki, Tabagqat as-safiyya al-kubra, 10:35.
33 as-Subki, Tabagqat as-safifyya al-kubra, 10:139.
34 Ibn Qadi Suhba, Tubagat as-3afisyya, 3:174.
35 Ibn Qadi Suhba, Tabagat as-safiiyya, 3:140.

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783847106586 — ISBN E-Book: 9783847006589


http://www.v-r.de/de

18 Introduction

Riyad at-talibin fi l-ahadit al-arbain,’ al-Adib al-muin fi at-tusatyyat al-
arba‘in,”’ Umdat al-fadil fi ihtisar al-kamil that is an abbreviation of the book al-
Kamil fi maifat du'afa’al-muhadditin,’® Dayl al-Wafayat which is a Supplement
of the Wafayat of 12z ad-Din al-Husayni,” al-Mustafad min Dayl Tarih Bagdad of
Muhibb ad-Din Ibn an-Naggar,” at-Taragim al-galila al-galiyya wa-l-asyah al-
aliya al-‘aliyya (the present book), Masyahat al-qadi Diya’ ad-Din Yisuf b. Abi
Bakr b. al-Hatib," Guz’fihi ahadit mawali muntaqat min S$rin Sayhan min Suyih
Sabal ad-Dawla Abi I-Misk Kafiir al-Hindi an-Nasiri,* Guz’li-Abi t-Taqi Salih b.
{sa b. ‘Abd Allah al-Uqgbi,” Guz’ Diya‘ad-Din Abii I-Mahasin Yisuf b. Abi Bakr
Muhammad,* Masyahat li-Taqi d-Din Abi I-Hayr Salih b. Muhtar b. Abi I-Fa-
waris al-A$nahi,® Guz’ fihi l-ahadit al-awali wa-l-fawa’id al-muharraga min
masmii‘at Abi I-Hasan Ali b. Umar b. Abi Bakr al-Wafi s-Sifi I-Hayyat,"* Mugam
Suyah ad-Dabbiisi Yanus b. Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Qawi I-Kinani,"” Masyahat Badr
ad-Din Abi I-Mahasin Yisuf b. Umar b. al-Husayn al-Hatani," Tahrig ahadit ar-
Rafi¥ al-kabir,*® Guz’Ibn al-Lubban Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Mu’'min Abi
‘Abd Allah al-ma‘rif bi-Ibn al-Lubban,”® MaSyahat Al Malik al-Amir Sayf ad-Din
an-Na'ib Al Malik b. ‘Abd Allgh al-ma‘if bi-Hagg Al Malik,” Guz’ fi Ahadit
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr as-Subki,”* Arba'‘iin haditan li-‘Ala’ ad-Din al- Adawit
Ali b. Yahya b. Fadl b. Magalli Abu I-Hasan,” Masyahat Abi I-Ma‘ali Yahya b.
Fadl Allah al-Umari,>* and Dikr man tasamma Umar b. ‘Abd al-Aziz.”

36 Mentioned by Umar Rida Kahhala in Mu§am al-mu allifin, 1:171.

37 Mentioned by Umar Rida Kahhala in Mu§am al-mu allifin, 1:171.

38 Mentioned by Ismafl Basa al-Bagdadi in Hadiyya al-rifin, 1:110.

39 Mentioned by as-Safadi in A yan al-asr, 1:176.

40 Mentioned by az-Zirkili in al-A {dm, 1:102. This book has been published twice, once in India
edited by Qaysar Abd Farah and once in Beirut edited by Muhammad Mawliid Halaf that also
contains a study on the book.

41 Mentioned by as-Safadi in al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 6:261.

42 Mentioned by Abh Zura in Dayl al-Tbar, 2:554.

43 Mentioned by Ibn Rafi in al-Wafayat, 1:212.

44 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarih, 2:178.

45 Mentioned by Ibn ad-Dumyati himself within the entry of Aba al-Fawariy and it is also
mentioned by Ibn Hagar in ad-Durar al-kamina, 2:204.

46 Mentioned by al-Kattani in Fahras al-faharis, 2:61.

47 Mentioned by ‘Umar Rida Kahhala in Mu§am al-muallifin, 1:171. A copy of this book is
available in the library of Sahid ‘Ali in Istanbul.

48 Mentioned by al-Husayni in Dayl Tadkirat al-huffaz, 134.

49 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarih, 1:562. Ibn ad-Dumyati did not finish this book in
which he evaluated (tahrig) the ahadit of the book al-Aziz Sarh al-Wagiz.

50 Mentioned by as-Safadi in al-Wafi bi-I-wafayat, 6:168.

51 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarth, 1:488.

52 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarih, 2:500.

53 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarih, 2:337.

54 A copy of this book is available in the King Faysal Center in Riyadh with the call number 2227.

55 Mentioned by Ibn Qadi Suhba in his Tarih, 1:562.
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His Death

Sihab ad-Din Ahmad b. Aybak ad-Dumyati died in Cairo in Ramadan 749/
November 1348. He died of the Black Death that led to the death of many
thousands at this time.
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