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Rainy night on Union Square, full moon. Want more poems? Wait till I’m dead.

—August 8, 1990, 3:30 a.m.




FOREWORD

Allen Ginsberg is dangerous! So, come and get some!

When I first read Allen Ginsberg’s poems as a teenager, they worked on me like a gateway drug. Leading me deeper and deeper into a life of poetry, Ginsberg’s poems woke me up and whet a poetic appetite I’ve spent years trying to satisfy. I saw the world differently after reading “Howl,” “Kaddish,” “Sunflower Sutra,” and “America.” Language became clamorous and mystical in my brain, words delicious and unwieldy on my tongue.
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