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				Introduction

				Maybe you love your iPad, iPhone, or iPod and are curious about Apple’s Macintosh computers. Maybe you’ve had one virus scare too many and are fed up with Windows. Maybe the daunting prospect of upgrading to Windows 7 has made you open to other possibilities. Maybe you’re a Mac fan who wants to help a friend discover how easy and productive Macs can be. Wherever you’re coming from, I hope you find that this book meets your needs.

				Apple, Inc., of Cupertino, California, is more than 35 years old, and few brands in the history of business generate such fierce customer loyalty as Apple and its Macintosh line of personal computers. That loyalty runs both ways. Apple knows that the people who decide to buy its products are, for the most part, the ones who have to use them. Offering products that satisfy and even delight its users is a matter of survival for Apple.

				Many virtues of the Macintosh are a matter of taste: its easy-to-use graphical interface, its elegant industrial design, and its integrated suite of software. But one virtue is a simple matter of fact: In recent years, when Windows users endured wave after wave of computer viruses, worms, spyware, botnets, and other types of evil software, Mac users were essentially immune. ’Nuff said.

				About This Book

				Macintosh computers and the OS X operating system have more in common with Windows than all the hoopla would suggest. Still, differences exist, big and little, that can cause problems for newcomers to the Mac.

				In this book, you find helpful guides for every aspect of your switch, from deciding that you do in fact want to switch to a Mac, to making buying decisions, to setting up everything. You also find help getting started with all the cool software that comes with your Mac, including iPhoto for organizing your snapshots and iMovie and GarageBand for making your own media extravaganzas. I tell you how to use your Mac with other Apple products you may own, such as the iPad, iPhone, iPod, and Apple TV. You even find suggestions, responsible and irresponsible, for what to do with your old PC.

				This book looks at switching to a Mac from a Windows user’s perspective. You find out the best way to transfer your information from Windows to a Mac, as well as tips on how to do common Windows tasks the Mac way. But most any new Mac user can find help here. I also address the needs of both home and business users who are making or considering a switch. And if you have an older Mac and want to move stuff on it to OS X, check out the bonus chapter available on this book’s web page: www.dummies.com/go/switchingtoamac.

				OS X often provides more than one way to accomplish a task. I try to describe one straightforward method for each task, perhaps with a keyboard shortcut, rather than confuse you with lots of options.

				If you’ve already decided to buy a Mac, you can skip the first chapter. If you’ve already bought a Mac, start with the second part of the book.

				You can read this book from cover to cover if you’re that kind of person, of course, but I try to keep chapters self-contained so that you can go straight to the topics that interest you most. Wherever you start, I wish you and your new Mac well.

				Foolish Assumptions

				Try as I may to be all things to all people, when it comes to writing a book, I had to pick who I thought would be most interested in Switching to a Mac For Dummies. Here’s who I think you are:

				[image: check.png] You’re smart. You’re no dummy. Yet the prospect of switching to a new computer platform gives you an uneasy feeling (which proves that you’re smart).

				[image: check.png] You own a personal computer based on an operating system different from Apple OS X. This book is aimed mostly at Windows XP users, but I think it will be helpful to users of Windows 7, Windows Vista, and even older Windows editions.

				[image: check.png] You’re considering buying or have bought an Apple Macintosh computer. You want to transition to your new computer expeditiously. I suggest straightforward methods and don’t attempt to cover every possible solution.

				[image: check.png] Alternatively, you’re a Mac user who knows OS X well but wants a resource to give (okay, even lend) to friends who are considering abandoning the dark side. What a good friend you are.

				[image: check.png] You’ve used the Internet and know about browsers (such as Internet Explorer) and search engines (such as Google). I briefly cover getting your own Internet connection in case you’re not hooked up at the moment or it’s time to update your service.

				[image: check.png] You’re looking to buy a new machine. This book addresses only the Intel Macs (ones based on microprocessors from Intel Corp.), which are all Apple has sold since 2006. It also focuses on the Lion version of the Macintosh operating system, OS X, which comes with new Macs and the iLife ’11 application suite.

				Whoever you are, welcome aboard. I think this book can help you.

				How This Book Is Organized

				I divide this book into the following highly logical (to me) parts. Each is self-contained, for the most part. Feel free to skip around.

				In Part I, “Informed Switching Starts Here,” I explain why the Apple Macintosh is a big deal and why you should consider buying one. I also introduce you to the Apple product line and present a few different approaches to conversion (no dunking in water involved).

				Part II, “Making the Switch,” helps you decide what to buy and find what you can reuse from your old setup. Then I hold your hand as you make the big leap, moving your computing life to a Mac. OS X is a little different from Windows. I tell you what you most need to know to get started.

				Part III, “Connecting Hither and Yon,” tells you that Macs are to networking what ducks are to swimming: It comes naturally, but a few tricks are involved. I describe what you need to do to get your Mac online and talking to any other computers you have, including that old PC, as well as your iPad, iPhone, iPod, and Apple TV.

				In Part IV, “More Software, More Choices,” you find out that your Mac is supplied with a ton (0.907 metric ton) of preloaded software, and you can buy — or even download for free — a lot more, especially from Apple’s Mac App Store. Windows advocates complain that little software is available for the Mac, but so much is out there that I could write several books about Mac software. And yes, lots of cool games are available, too.

				Kids, people with special needs, and businesses all have a lot to gain from the Mac way of doing things. In Part V, “Specialty Switching Scenarios,” I dive a bit deeper into OS X.

				If you’ve read other For Dummies books, you’re no doubt familiar with Part VI, “The Part of Tens,” which consists of entertaining lists containing ten (more or fewer) elucidating elements. They’re fun to write; I hope they’re fun to read.

				There’s more! In addition to providing all these elements, I’ve included a glossary in the back. The Mac world uses a vocabulary all its own, and you may encounter other technical terms on your switching journey. (Everything is a journey these days.) I think you’ll be happy to have this guide to Mac jargon on your bookshelf. There’s also a Cheat Sheet listing common commands and shortcuts (found at www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/switchingtoamac) and a bonus chapter that’s aimed at helping people still using old, pre-OS X versions of the Mac operating system (found at www.dummies.com/go/switchingtoamac). 

				Typographic Conventions

				For the most part, stuff that you need to do on a Mac is graphical, but from time to time, I may ask you to type something. If it’s short, it appears in boldface, like this: Type elm. When I want you to type something longer, it appears like this:

				terribly important text command

				Be sure to type the line just as it appears; then press the Enter or Return key. Capitalization usually doesn’t matter on a Mac. But OS X is based on Unix (as I discuss in Chapter 19), and Unix considers the uppercase and lowercase versions of the same letter to be totally different beasts.

				In the text, web addresses are shown in this typeface: www.ditchmypc.com. I leave out the geeky http:// part, which Mac browsers don’t need you to type, anyway.

				Apple keyboards have a special key with a fan-shaped squiggle that looks like this: [image: maccmd]. It has various nicknames — fan key, propeller key, Apple key — but in the text I use its formal name, the Command key.

				You also see the Apple logo ([image: macapple]) in menu commands. It refers to the Apple menu, headed by that symbol, in the top-left corner of your screen.

				Icons Used in This Book

				[image: tip.eps]	A tip is a little tidbit that can save you time or money or make life a little easier. (“Avoid jackrabbit starts to save gas.”)

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Pay attention. Trouble lurks here. (“Never open the radiator cap on a hot engine.”)

				[image: remember.eps]	Keep these words of wisdom in mind, and save your derriere in the future. (“Have your car battery checked before each winter.”)

				[image: technicalstuff.eps]	Macs keep the gears and pulleys pretty well hidden. This icon marks under-the-hood stuff for the technically inclined; if that’s not you, you can skip it. (“Regenerative braking converts your hybrid’s kinetic energy back to electricity.”)

				Where to Go from Here

				Hey, it’s a Mac. You’re set. If you have problems not covered in this book, lots of resources are available online to help you. You can visit my website: www.ditchmypc.com. I’d be happy to hear from you directly at switchtomac@ditchmypc.com. I’d love to know what you think of this book and how it can be improved, but I can’t promise individual advice.

				Meanwhile, use your new Mac to build a Facebook page, create a business, solve the world hunger problem, write the great novel of the 21st century, produce your first feature film, meet some cool people, or just have fun. After all, the rest of your computing life has just begun.

				Occasionally, technology books require updates due to changes in hardware or software. If this book does have any technical updates, you can find them at dummies.com/go/switchingtoamacfdupdates.

				Please note that some special symbols used in this eBook may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Part I

				Informed Switching Starts Here

				[image: 9781118024461-pp0101.tif]
				In this part . . .

				Perhaps you’re fed up with Windows and are ready to try something different or maybe you’re a happy Microsoft user who’s curious to read what silly justifications I come up with for switching to a Mac. In this part, I suggest some reasons for switching that I find compelling and address common objections. Then I introduce you to the Mac family and help you figure out what to buy when you’re ready to take the plunge.

			

			
				
					
				

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Why Switch? Demystifying the Mac Mantra

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Why switch?

				[image: arrow] Overcoming objections

				[image: arrow] Advantage Apple

				[image: arrow] It’s okay to switch

				Apple Macintosh computers aren’t perfect. They can’t cure bad breath, save your marriage, or fix a bad hair day. Talk to enough Mac owners, and you’ll find one who thinks he got a lemon and wasn’t satisfied with Apple’s service. You can probably find a cheaper computer that will do what you really need. The majority of computer users get by using Microsoft Windows, and you can, too.

				So why even think about switching? Macs offer a far better experience, that’s why. Value matters in tight economic times. In big ways, such as security and industrial design, and in countless little details, Apple makes the extra effort to get things right — right for the user, not for some corporate purchasing department. For those of us who spend a good part of our lives in front of a video display, those easier-to-use controls, well-thought-out software choices, and better hardware fit and finish all add up to create a tool that lets us do what we want and doesn’t get in our way. For more casual users, the simpler Mac design means less head-scratching while you figure out how to perform that task.
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This is the OS X TextEdit window.

TextEdit is simple but powerful.






OEBPS/images/9781118024461-fg0903_fmt.jpeg
Advanced Setup

2(Q- Google

Yahoo! News (143)v

# Home ©® Logout

WAN Settings

The Barricade g Wireless Router can be connected to your service provider in any of the following ways:
® Dynamic IP Address Obtains an IP address automatically from your service provider.

O PPPoE PPP over Ethemet is a common connection method used for xDSL.
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Sharing only

Apple ID: | Set...

Address Book Card: | Open... |
Allow user to reset password using Apple ID

v/ Allow user to administer this computer
ﬁ Login Options
cha ey p >

H Click the lock to make changes.

Enable parental controls | Open Parental Controls.
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= > [ old Today 3:58 PM
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Parental Controls
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Weekday time limits

Allows access to this computer Monday through Friday for the
specified number of hours only.

3 hours a day

(¥ Limit computer use to: < (T

30 minutes 8 hours

Weekend time limits

Allows access to this computer Saturday and Sunday for the
specified number of hours only.

5 hours a day

(¥ Limit use to:
30 minwtes

Bedtime

Prevents access to this computer during the specified hours.

School nights: ~ 8:00 PM [z to 6:00AM [3]

Sunday - Thursday
[V Weekend: 8:00PM [/ to 6:00AM |1
Friday and Saturday
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‘ Click the lock to prevent further changes.
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old owls often ogle
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Parental Controls
Show All
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(VI Hide profanity in Dictionary

Limits access to inappropriate content in sources such as
dictionaries, thesauruses, and Wikipedia.

[_] Limit printer administration

Prevents the user from changing printer settings, adding
printers, and removing printers.

(¥ Limit CD and DVD burning
Prevents the user from burning CDs and DVDs in the Finder.

(¥ Disable changing the password

Prevents the user from changing their password in the Users &
Groups preference pane.

+ *-

n
‘ Click the lock to prevent further changes.
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Users & Groups
Show All

Current User

n Arnold Reinhold
Admin P —
| Reset Password.

Other Users

Screen Shot
Admin

. Full name: Sarah Jean

Guest User Apple ID: [ Set.. |
Sharing only S

Allow user to reset password using Apple ID
| Allow user to administer this computer
Q Login Options

(¥ Enable parental controls | Open Parental Controls.
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Network
Show All

Location:

@ Ethernet &>

Connected

Status: Ce | Turn Wi-Fi Off |
is connected to SMC and has the IP

Wi

@ FireWire % Network Name: | SMC

Not Connected

(¥ Ask to join new networks
Known networks will be joined automatically.
If no known networks are available, you wil
be asked before joining a new network.

= = (V/ Show Wi-Fi status in menu bar | Advanced... | Cl)
- ———

n
‘ Click the lock to prevent further changes. | Assistme.. | Revert Apply
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Introducing iLife
Identifying office productivity applications
Switching to graphics, design, and personal finsnce software for the Mac.
Scithng for Windows hased applications when necevssry
Adding finctionality o your Mac with recommended downloads:

The Mac OS X, from Apple, comes with an amazing collection of software

described in this list in the order I coves them:

“MTunes: Mesages your musie d vides, eyoce with
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*iPhoto: Tekes care of everything wmmwm
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albums. (See Chapter 12.)

*iMovie: Lets you import and edit all those home movies you took of
your vacations and kids (but never waich) and turn them into
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Security & Privacy

Show All

General [NGIEVIN Firewall | Privacy |

FileVault secures the data on your disk by encrypting its contents. It
automatically encrypts and decrypts your files while you're using them.
WARNING: You will need your login password or a recovery key to access your data. A

recovery key is automatically generated as part of this setup. If you forget both your
password and recovery key, the data will be lost.

FileVault is turned off for the disk “Lion beta”. Turn On FileVault.

d Click the lock to prevent further changes.
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RSS_Junk Mail Fonts & Colors.

| General | o e |_Fonts & Colors Viewing Composing

Accounts - Account Information [IFTITLNE

/" MobileMe
MobileMe IMAP Account Type: POP

@ agr@ditch Description: ' DitchMyPC account
=3 PO
Email Address: agr@ditchmypc.com

Full Name: Arnold Reinhold

Incoming Mail Server: mail.ditchmypc.com
User Name: Arnold Reinhold

Password: « .

Outgoing Mail Server (SMTP): | smtp.ditchmypc.com
g Use only this server

TLS Certificate: | None
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" login
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 Secure Notes
E] My Certificates
P Keys

Account: agr
. _ Where: MobileMe

agr
o\ Kind: MobileMe password

Modified: May 2, 2009 6:00:37 PM

Name

4 agr

4 Kind
MobileMe password

[5 agr (MobileMe Sharing Certificate) certificate
@ agr@me.com...30 US (New York) private key

. agr@me.com SharedServices

identity preference

5] Apple .Mac Certificate Authority certificate

s ApplelD

x| com.apple.sy.

application password

B c

A Safari Forms AutoFill

identity
application password

Date Modified

May 2, 2009 6:00:37 PM
May 2, 2009 6:02:06 PM
May 2, 2009 6:00:36 PM
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[+ i | copy
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General | Tools | Hardware | Sharing
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Type: Local Disk
File system: ~ NTFS

W Used space: 483236249 bytes  4.50GB
W Free space: 25167,630,336 bytes 234 GB
Capacity: 29999992832 bytes  27.9GB

Drive C Disk Cleanup

[] Compress drive to save disk space

Allow Indexing Service to index this disk for fast file searching

Apply
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6. The Rhodes Not Taken BE

Wil thinks the glee club desperately needs more of an edge, so he brings in his
former classmate, April Rhodes (guest star Chenoweth), to spice things up. Will's
plan seems to be going smoothly until he realizes he may be losing a key member
of the club. Musical performances include “Somebody to Love”, “Maybe This
Time”, “Alone” and “Last Name”.

Released 9/30/09
43 minutes
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Parental Controls
Show All

| Apps People = Time
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Website Restrictions

Allows access only to websites with appropriate
‘content or websites you specify.

Allow unrestricted access to websites
(_) Try to limit access to adult websites automatically

Customize.
(=) Allow access to only these websites

 Apple — Start

€A Discovery Kids

@ PBS Kids

€ HowstuffWorks

€ National Geographic - Kids
A Yahoo! Kids

€ Disney

3 Scholastic.com

€ Smithsonian Institution
 Time for Kids
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‘ Click the lock to prevent further changes.
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Energy Saver

Show All

Computer sleep:

Display sleep:
L 15 min
[V Put the hard disk(s) to sleep when possible
\?“Wake for network access
(v Allow power button to put the computer to sleep
(V! Automatically reduce brightness before display goes to sleep
[_| Start up automatically after a power failure
[_| Restart automatically if the computer freezes
Restore Defaults |

| Schedule...

N
d Click the lock to prevent further changes.
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When using this computer, | would like assistance with:

| Seeing | Hearing [RICUELETERY Mouse & Trackpad

For difficulties pressing more than one key at a time
Sticky Keys: (_1On (=) Off
Treats a sequence of modifier keys as a key combination.
|| Press the Shift key five times to turn Sticky Keys on or off
|_| Beep when a modifier key is set
(v Display pressed keys on screen

For difficulties with initial or repeated
Slow Keys: (_)On () Off
Puts a delay between when a key is pressed and when it is accepted.
|| Use click key sounds

Acceptance Delay:

Long Short

Full keyboard access and key repeat delay can be set or turned off in
Keyboard preferences:

| Open Keyboard preferences.

| Enable access for assistive devices

Show Universal Access status in the menu bar






