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ONE

 

‘MUM. It’s been again,’ Ben shouted from his bed.

‘Not again? Well hurry up and get ready for school—and that goes for you too, Tom. Your breakfast’s ready,’ Mrs Summers called from the kitchen.

‘But Mum . . . there really was a dinosaur in my duvet,’ Ben insisted. ‘Honest. It bit my big toe.’

‘Is there any blood?’

‘No.’

‘Did it leave any teeth marks?’

‘No.’

‘Well get up then,’ Mum replied, smiling.

‘I believe you Ben,’ Tom, his younger brother said, peering down from the top bunk and rubbing his eyes.

‘Please tell me you saw it?’ Ben asked hopefully.

‘Well I thought I saw something wriggling about in your duvet.’

‘Anyhow you couldn’t possibly see from up there,’ Ben sighed.

‘But I really do want to see a live dinosaur. Not a picture in a book. It was real? Wasn’t it?’

‘As real as my big toe poking through this hole in my duvet cover.’

‘What sort of dino was it? Not a T-Rex? Wow! Was it? Have you checked my Dinosaur Dictionary? We might be able to tell what it was. Did it really bite you?’ Tom asked excitedly.

‘Boys get up. Now please,’ Mum called again.

‘Like I said, it nibbled my big toe . . . Come on, we’d better get ready for school,’ Ben said, yawning. ‘After dinner and homework tonight, I’ll try and draw it for you.’

Tom thought his brother had been acting weird. He’d talked about something in his bed for a while. It started after Mum bought the new duvet covers with dinosaurs printed on them. Ben didn’t care whether, or not, they believed him. He knew what he’d seen and that was that.




[image: page6]


Their bedroom walls were covered in dinosaur pictures. Ben had stuck a particularly fierce looking Tyrannosaurus Rex poster on the wall. Tom’s poster was of a long-necked Plesiosaur. In fact most of the toys in their bedroom were from the Cretaceous Period, except for two electric guitars, two wizard wands, hidden under their pillows and two light-sabres.

That particular Friday morning at school seemed to drag on forever. Ben hadn’t told any of his friends about the strange lizard-like visitor. He didn’t want to be called a weirdo. It was hard, because he and his best friend, Henry, shared everything. Ben knew though, he could trust his brother. Tom didn’t want to be called a weirdo either.

During school break-time Tom beckoned to his brother.

‘What did it look like?’

‘Not now Tom,’ Ben whispered, when he saw Henry coming over to join them.

‘That dinosaur you were talking about, was it large or small?’ Tom asked, impatient to know more.

‘Compared to what?’ Ben retorted, trying to sound cool in front of Henry.

Henry laughed.

‘Was it the size of a bus, or the size of a rat?’ Tom insisted.

‘Duh. How could you get something the size of a bus inside such a small space? Don’t be daft.’

‘If it time-travelled, anything’s possible. Look at the Tardis. And it might be a hologram-.’

‘Leave it Tom,’ Ben said.

‘Look I’ve got this book from the library. It’s full of pictures—.’

‘I’ve told you—wait until tonight,’ Ben snapped. ‘Go and play with Nicky!’ He suddenly felt a little guilty when he saw Tom’s sad face. ‘The dinosaur’s the size of a Labrador. And a few weeks back it had a piece of eggshell stuck to its head.’

‘Eggshells? In your bed? That’s evidence,’ Tom gasped.

‘Just leave it and go away!’

‘What’s he on about?’ Henry said looking puzzled.

‘Don’t ask. You know what little brothers are like,’ Ben replied, rolling his eyes.
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TWO

 

‘WELL done,’ Mum said. ‘It makes such a change for you to do your homework so quickly. What’s going on?’

‘Nothing Mum,’ they both chorused.

‘You can have an hour on Xbox before bedtime for being so helpful.’

‘No thanks Mum. We want to read in our bedroom,’ Ben said.

‘Are you sure you’re feeling alright?’ she replied, looking puzzled. The boys never refused Xbox time.

‘Course we are Mum. We’re going to check out real dinosaurs,’ Tom replied, smiling.

‘Honestly, you two. Dinosaurs mad you are. Watch out because they’ve very sharp teeth,’ she said.

‘Oh. Don’t worry Mum. We know which ones are herbivores,’ Tom told her, taking a cucumber out of the fridge.

Mrs Summers smiled.

Ben held out his light-sabre in front of him and pushed open the bedroom door. Tom followed him, swishing the cucumber and switching on the light.

‘Check out the beds Ben. I don’t want to jump on anything moving.’

Ben suddenly picked up his stuffed toy snake and waved it at Tom: ‘Wah!’ he shouted.

‘Stop it! I’m serious,’ Tom said. ‘If there’s a rogue dinosaur in our bedroom we need to capture it.’

Tom climbed up to the top bunk and felt around for movement. Ben slowly worked his fingers along his duvet trying to detect any large lumps. ‘It’s okay,’ he said, ‘we’re safe. There’s nothing in here but feathers.’

Tom looked disappointed.

‘Check under your bed,’ Tom said.

‘Nothing there either.’

‘Let’s have a look in the dinosaur book. See if you recognise anything,’ Tom suggested.
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